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A NEW 


PUMPER... 


TYPE 45, 500 GALLON CAPACITY 


AT THE LOWEST PRICE IN MACK 


HISTORY! 


With streamline styl- 
ing ... advanced con- 
struction ... and per- 
fect performance, the 
new Type 45 is mod- 
ern clear through! 





Here’s a pumper that brings the benefits of Mack progressive fire 
engineering well within the reach of numerous departments work- 
ing on limited budgets! * Long experience . . . vast resources... 
and extensive engineering facilities have combined to produce in 
this sensational new Mack, a unit of unrivaled dependability and 
outstanding road and pump performance. * And remember: back 
of the new Type 45 stand the greatest financial resources in the 
industry—a vast network of Mack-owned service stations—your 
best assurance of expert service with minimum delay and cost! 


A FEW OF THE MANY 
FIRE DEPARTMENTS 
TO BUY THE NEW MACK 45! 


Bloomingdale, N. J. Nichols, Conn. 
Cheltenham, Pa. Penn Township, Pa. 
Bethlehem, Pa. Cedar Grove, N. Y. 
Farmingdale, L. I. Winsted, Conn. 
Pulaski, N. Y. Ogontz, Pa. 
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==> A Powerful 50 Ft. Continuous, Unbroken Stream 
=> shot to Any Direction Desired - 5 Gallon Tank 


= e Refillable - Portable by Hand or On the Back 


amp - and Always Ready at Any Time in Any Place 
That’s the Story Behind - 


N DIAN 


FIRE PUMPS 


A Complete Fire Department in One Compact Unit 
For Fighting magne Brush, _Grass and St Fi ires 

















Indians are now used as standard 
equipment by many Rural and City 
Fire Departments, U.S. and State 
Forest Services and many others. 


For the best all round fire fighting 
weapon, there is nothing that can 
compete with the Indian. All that 
is needed is plain water, always 
available for quick filling. The 
strong 50 ft. stream gets right at 
any blaze in a jiffy. The air con- 
ditioned tank which holds 5 gal- 
lons of water is easily arid com- 
fortably carried on the back or 
by hand. Fire fighters every- 
where, depend on Indians. 
The rustless tank can be kept 
* filled with water ready for instant 
use. Note how fire pump is car- 
ried on the operator’s back in 
view at right with arms left free 
for action in any direction. 


Write today for free catalog of our complete line with 


prices and testimonials from users everywhere. NEW RUST PROOF TANK 


MADE IN AMERICA BY 


D. B. SMITH & Ae satan eS ae Roy de 


PACIFIC COAST AGE? 
homnes Sethe ibber Co ific Marine Supply Co ste ane _ ch 
oon Thi oe gg Was tiatia:) Cal raw "We ste song oe , Seattle, Wash bs S W 4th St., P vom 617 rE 31 ase # ieee al 
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Going Places 


S time marches on, FIRE 
ENGINEERING keeps 
moving steadily forward— 
constantly enlarging its wide 
circle of friends and follow- 
ers in the fire service. 


During the past year our cir- 
culation has increased more 
than 15%. Over the last 
four-year period it has gone 
up more than 50%. This is 
bona-fide paid circulation 
and the results are based on 


a careful checkup by ac- 
countants of the Audit Bu- 


reau of Circulations (A.B.C.) 


Naturally, we're proud of this 
growth and feel it's some- 
thing worth shouting about. 


He Rietiohrr 
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THE NEW FEDERAL MSA 


VOLUNTEER SIREN -ALL-SERVICE GAS MASK 


comment TYPE) 





ier Y ae . 


Federal presents the new Volunteer siren. Built especially for 
volunteer firemen. A siren of tone quality, dependability, 
and performance at the low cost of $15.00. Streamlined. 
Consumes less current than a car heater or radio. Available 
in two models, the "V" in chrome, the "O" in black duco. 
Ask about 10-day tryout offer. 
Write TODAY for Bulletin No. 62 


FEDERAL «C€-3” 
COASTER SIREN 
WITH LIGHT AND ELECTRIC BRAKE 





The ONLY canister-type mask approved by the U. S. 
Government for protection against combinations of 
carbon monoxide and ALL other poisonous indus- 
trial gases, smoke and fumes. The M. S. A. All- 
Service Gas Mask is used by more fire departments 
than any other mask; it is absolutely unequalled in 
its comfort, ease of adjustment and non-interference 
with breathing, seeing, hearing and working freedom. 
@ When equipped with the M. S. A. Speaking Dia- 
phragm (as above) transmission of speech is clear 
and resonant—permitting use of telephone or speak- 
ing-tube. Write for new Bulletin, and ask us 
for a practical demonstration. 








1914... . 25 YEARS OF SAFETY PROGRESS .... 1939 


MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES COMPANY 


Braddock, Thomas & Meade Sts: Pittsburgh, Pa 
District Representatives In Principal Cities 


When purchasing new apparatus, insure its safety by specify- 
ing a Federal C-5 Coaster Siren. Streamlined to match 
performance—visible as well as audible warning. Furnished 
with or without electric brake. Economy—Speed—Safety— 


Dependability. Write for Bullgtin No. 61 


FEDERAL ELECTRIC CO. 


102 SOUTH STATE STRE CHICAGO LINOIS 


roducts include Breathing Apparatu 
Masks of all types Gas Indicators 
Protective Hats and Caps 


First Aid Equipment 
~ be sent on request 
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Saved from 


THE SPRINKLER WATCHMAN 
is simply a Gamewell municipal 
fire alarm box hooked up on one 
hand to the municipal fire alarm 
system and on the other hand to 
your sprinkler system 





The operation of a sprinkler 
head (shown above) trips the 
SPRINKLER WATCHMAN, and 
the latter sends the alarm to the 
fire department all in a few 
seconds 








Babson Statistical Organization Building 


Wellesley Hills, Mass. 


Destruction 
by Rockwood Sprinklers 


and 


OHIMEWELL SPRINKLER SUPERVISORY SYSTEM 


At 1:09 A.M., December 26, 1938, fire occurred in the offices of the above 
building. Rockwood Automatic Sprinkler System extinguished the blaze and 
the Gamewell Automatic Sprinkler Supervisory System, connected directly with 
the Wellesley Fire Department, transmitted the alarm so rapidly that serious 


water loss was avoided and the building manager notified at his home by phone 
at 1:15 A.M. ) 





This is another instance where the eternal vigilance of Rockwood Sprinkler 
Systems and Gamewell Sprinkler Watchman have prevented serious fire losses. 


This is especially true during the night and other periods when buildings are 
unoccupied. 


J e “We have your 
Mr. Roger W. Babson wrote us: vines They 
worked perfectly and you can tell the world so. Furthermore, we have learned 
from the fire two important facts: (1) That all floors should be sprinklered. 
| had been brought up to believe that 80°, of the fires start in the basement, 
but this started as a short circuit in the walls. Such a fire could start just as 
well in the walls of the top floor as in the walls of any of the other floors. 
(2) That a connection between the sprinkler system and the nearest Gamewell 
box is the best investment a concern can make. This not only brought the Fire 


Department immediately, and stopped water damage, but it rendered other very 
valuable services.” 


’ e a Gamewell Master 
eneemoress THE CAMEWELL 


tell the busi apr : 
pd —e of your com c '@) M p A se Y 


Newton Upper Falls, Mass. 
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Sirens For 


A serious problem faced 
Volunteers 


by many volunteer Fire 
Departments is that of 
getting the members to the scene of a 
fire promptly. Where provision is 
made for having drivers always at 
hand at the stations for moving the 
apparatus, the apparatus is apt to 
arrive at the fire long before the men 
reach the scene. And operations can- 
not start until that time. 


The majority of men use their pri- 
vate cars in responding to an alarm, 
and in most communities: they must 
travel only as fast as the usual equip- 
ment of the car permits them to do 
with safety. There is no such thing 
as right of way. Thus the volunteers 
are delayed in their response. 


The solution to the problem would 
seem to lie in equipping the private 
cars of volunteers with sirens, to be 
used, of course, only when responding 
to alarms of fire. It is now being 
done in some of the smaller communi- 
ties with marked success. 


Real firemen would not violate the 
privilege; others would not long have 
authority to carry the sirens. 


In some states the use of sirens on 
any but emergency vehicles is pro- 
hibited. Here it would be in order for 
the state firemen associations to 
sponsor legislation making the use of 
sirens by volunteer firemen _per- 
missible on their private cars. 


With the Editor 


Such a privilege is warranted, and 
it would certainly speed up the work 
of the volunteer organizations. 


ie 6 
Brotherly The Mayor of Chelsea 
Benevolence recently appointed his 


brother to the position 
of Chief of the Chelsea Fire Depart- 
ment to succeed the late Chief David 
M. Hudson. There is nothing to pre- 
vent the brother of a Mayor from be- 
ing Fire Chief, but the amazing fea- 
ture of this particular instance is that 
the new Chief is unfamiliar with the 
work he is intended to perform. He 
lacks experience and lacks acquaint- 
ance with the personnel of the depart- 
ment. 


In Massachusetts cities, all ranks 
except that of Chief are filled by civil 
service examinations; the position of 
Chief is appointive. And that is why 
the Chelsea Mayor was able to do 
the brotherly act. 


We believe the Massachusetts plan 
is defective. The New York method 
of covering all ranks, including that 
of Chief, by civil service appears to us 
to be the better system. It surely pre- 
vents placing in inexperienced hands 
the protection of a city and its in- 
habitants against fire. 


Maybe “blood is thicker than wa- 
ter,” but it should not take precedence 
over safety from fire. 


ied Dhezp-— 
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Duties and Responsibilities of a 
Fire Commissioner 


Must be Informed on Personnel and Apparatus of Depart- 


ment and Must Represent It Before Public and Authorities 


] HE Commissioner's responsibili- 


ties are manifold and varied, political 
and practical, exacting and strenuous, 
personal and impersonal, legislative 
and administrative. He must repre- 
sent and protect the citizens and tax- 
payers, as well as the personnel of 
the department. He must consider 
the public to whom he is giving pro- 
tection and service as a whole, ir- 
respective of influence, political pres- 
tige or ownership of property, 
whether it be improved or unim- 
proved. All property owners and 
citizens, of whatever class, pay their 
proportion of the operation and main- 
tenance of the department and are 
entitled to equal consideration, serv- 
ice and protection. 

The Fire Department is a major 
part of the municipal business, the 
taxpayers’ capital investment in it be- 
ing a large one. The annual expense 
for maintenance and personal service 
in most cities is, or should be, greater 
than for any other municipal division. 


Functions of the Fire Department 


The functions of the Fire Depart- 
ment, in the order of their importance 
are: First, fire prevention, which in- 
cludes adequate training, thorough in- 
spection of fire risks, proper enforce- 
ment of the fire code, and diligent 
prosecution of arson cases; second, 
an adequate water supply, with mains 
of sufficient capacity and hydrants 
properly located ; third, sufficient ap- 
paratus and equipment, including 
hose of modern design, maintained in 
the highest state of efficiency ; fourth, 
a fire alarm system that will permit 
the easiest and fastest communication 
with the Fire Department in cases of 
emergency ; fifth, personnel with suf- 
ficient equipment to provide the 
maximum protection to property and 
reduce the losses by fire, smoke and 
water damage through approved 
salvage methods. 

The three principal functions of a 
city in the order of their importance 
are: Fire, Police and Health. Each 


By R. E. RILEY 


Commissioner of Finance, Portland, Ore. 


is dependent upon an ample water 
supply. 


Fire Department Must Have Public 
Support 


The Fire Department that has the 
business men and property owners 
solidly behind it is usually the one 
that produces the best results. Public 
support in acquiring ample appropria- 
tions, in enforcing proper fire codes, 
in the enactment of laws and ordi- 
nances for fire protection, and in en- 
forcing these laws is necessary. 
Rarely does a city having an efficient, 
well-manned, well-equipped depart- 
ment suffer from a conflagration. 


The Basis of Insurance Rates 


Insurance rates, as you know, are 
made by rating bureaus set up .na- 
tionally. It is the business of these 
bureaus to grade cities for the pur- 
pose of establishing base rates. They 
classify cities, after making surveys by 
competent engineers and analysists, 
covering many subjects, chiefly ade- 
quacy of water supply, topography 
and general lay-out of the city, build- 
ing and fire codes and the effective- 
ness of their enforcement, condition 
of streets, accessibility of the risks to 
be covered, completeness of the fire 
alarm telegraph system, the amount, 
type, age and condition of apparatus, 
the number of men, their ages, train- 
ing and morale, pension systems, the 
yearly fire losses based on a per- 
capita average and assessed valuation 
as well as losses paid. 

There are also many other matters 
to be considered, all of which are fac- 
tors controlling the rating, and finally 
the base rate for insurance coverage 
on all types of risks. It is the re- 
sponsibility of the Commissioner to 
be well informed on these subjects. 


Losses From Disregard of Safety 
Fundamentals 


I am going to call to your attention 
a few glaring instances of disregard 


for these fundamentals which were 
responsible for loss of industries, 
payrolls, property and lives, and 
which almost wrecked communities. 

An Illinois city reduced the num- 
ber of men, cut the salaries of the 
remaining personnel, took out of 
service needed equipment and allowed 
the apparatus and hose kept in serv- 
ice to run down. They had a large 
fire with a loss of $300,000. Four 
firemen were killed. The payroll was 
lost, also the taxes from the plant. 
The city has now restored salaries, 
brought the personnel up to full 
strength, and purchased new appa- 
ratus and hose, but too late to save 
this loss. 


Procrastination's Heavy Toll 


In an Ohio city, the Chief had 
pleaded with the City Council for sev- 
eral years for more men and more 
and better apparatus. He didn’t get 
them. The principal industry of the 
city, a million dollar plant, the largest 
payroll and the biggest taxpayer, had 
a fire. The entire plant was lost. 
The Council’promised to revamp the 
department and completely modern- 
ize it. They procrastinated, delayed, 
postponed and didn’t do it. The 
plant was rebuilt in another city. 
The payroll was gone, taxes gone, 
employees moved away, merchants 
suffered, some gave up, etc. Believe 
it or not, the yearly loss in taxes 
alone would have maintained the en- 
tire Fire Department. I ask you, 
was this good business? Was it 
economy ? 


Costly Economy 


A West Virginia city cut out fire 
hydrants, engine companies, laid off 
firemen and in general trimmed their 
Fire Department to the bone to save 

25,000. The insurance companies 
made a survey. Rates increased 
$100,000 in premiums. The same 
taxpayers paid out $4 in insurance 
without receiving any fire protection 
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for each dollar saved in the reduced 
Fire Department. There is no cheap 
way of providing fire protection. 
There is no way of avoiding increased 
insurance rates if losses grow. 

An Ohio city was economizing in 
the purchase of fire hose. They just 
postponed buying any until most of 
their hose was too old. A big fire de- 
stroyed a large warehouse with a big 
payroll and large purchasing power, 
because many sections of hose failed 
at a critical time. A hose survey in 
another city indicated that 50 per 
cent of its hose should be taken out 
of service. It didn’t do it and 
economized by not purchasing. A 
big fire occurred ; hose burst in many 
places, resulting in the plant being 
lost to the city and a half million dol- 
lars assessed valuation taken off the 
tax roll. 


Carelessness May Arise from Good 


Record 


A good experience record, with 
low loss ratios, made possible by 
an efficient department, which has 
brought about reduced and low in- 
surance rates, is most likely to en- 
courage taxpayers to advocate a re- 
duction in Fire Department budgets 
and grow lax in fire prevention prac- 
tices. Inevitably, the results are 
large property losses, lower assessed 
valuations, property taken off of tax 
rolls; payrolls lost, merchants suffer, 
insurance rates go up, and the last 
and saddest part of the story is the 
loss of life. It is the responsibility 
of the Commissioner to see that these 
things do not happen. 


Select Good Chief and Back Him to 
the Limit 


An important responsibility of a 
Commissioner to all elements, includ- 
ing the personnel of the department, 
is to select the best man in the depart- 
ment for Chief and the best material 
available for his administrative and 
executive personnel, and then back 
and support him to the limit. The 
Chief should be a Chief in fact, as 
well as in name, and it is the Com- 
missioner’s responsibility to make him 
so and to see that he conducts him- 
self before the public and the men of 
the department so that they will ac- 
cept and respect him as such. 


Leave Administration Functions to 


Chief 


When a Commissioner assumes the 
responsibility of directing the routine 
administrative functions of the de- 
partment and appropriates to hiniself 


the prerogatives of the Chief in ad- 
ministrative, disciplinary and enforce- 
ment matters, he is heading for a lot 
of trouble. The Commissioner must 
hold the Chief responsible for the 
conduct of the department and assist 
him in every way possible. This con- 
duct should be such that the Com- 
missioner can always defend and pro- 
tect the department against unjust 
criticism from the public. Under no 
circumstances should a Commissioner 
permit his department’s weaknesses 
to become open public gossip. He 
should always be in a position to de- 
fend his Chief and his men before 
the public. 


Should Keep Well Informed as to 


Personnel 


In the matter of selection of men, 
their prerequisites and assignments, 
a Commissioner should keep well in- 
formed. He should accept the coun- 
sel of the Chief and be in a position 
to know his men, their duties, back- 
ground and experience, so as to prop- 
erl represent them in public matters, 
before City Councils, civil service 
boards, tax leagues and similar pub- 
lic and quasi-public bodies. 

The Commissioner should be prop- 
erly informed on all phases of fire- 
fighting technique and fire hazards so 
that he may be in a position at all 
times to promote proper legislation 
and ‘public policies in order to give 
the men of the department the maxi- 
mum protection. 
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It is the duty of the Commissioner 
to assist in the preparation of the 
budget and to have sufficient work- 
ing knowledge of the plant, property, 
physical and personnel affairs of the 
department so that he can properly 
defend the budget requests before the 
budget directors, comptrollers, coun- 
cils and the public. It is then his 
duty to the public to exercise the 
maximum control over the expendi- 
tures authorized by the budget. In 
the purchase of supplies, equipment, 
apparatus, and all capital investments, 
the Commissioner is responsible to 
the public and must see that there 
is no waste, collusion, malfeasance, 
misappropriation, graft, or other in- 
tolerable corrupt practices. 

The Commissioner must not yield 
to pressure groups of any character, 
in the matter of proper distribution 
and location of apparatus, fire boats, 
towers, ladders, pumpers, hose, sal- 
vage and other service units. To ob- 
tain the most strategic locations pos- 
sible, all phases of topography, con- 
gestion, traffic, building values, oc- 
cupancy, water, physical conditions 
of all types, and the general lay-out 
of the community, are the principal 
factors to be considered. 


Must Represent Department in 
Legislative Matters 


The Commissioner naturally must 
represent the Chief and the depart- 
ment in all legislative matters and it 
is his duty to see that the interests of 





School Children Learn How to Turn in Box Alarm 


Children of the various schools in Schenectady, N. Y., were instructed how to turn in a fire alarm 


from the city fire alarm boxes, as part of the city’s fire prevention activities. 


Photograph shows 


Chief James J. Higgins explaining operation of a box to a school traffic monitor. 
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the department are protected in zon 
ing matters, building, electrical, hous 
ing, and fire codes, and related sub 
jects. It is then necessary that he 
follow through to see that these codes 
are properly enforced. 

On behalf of the public the Commis 
sioner must see that there are prop 
erly planned and supervised training 
programs and schools provided for 
both in-service and out-of-service em 


ployes and citizens. Fire prevention 


programs for the education of all 
classes of the public and _ public 
demonstrations of a proper type 


should be constantly promoted by the 
Commissioner. The good will, wel- 
fare, and education of the public are 
all the Commissioner’s responsibility. 

In the matter of fire alarm tele 
graph and communication systems 
and the relationship with the utilities, 
the Commissioner should be very ac 
tive to see that the interests of the 
people and the department are equally 
safeguarded. 


Should Direct Disaster Preparedness 
Program 


It is the direct responsibility of 
the Commissioner to have developed 
and to coordinate and direct a major 
disaster preparedness program, bring 
ing into the organization all public 
and private facilities for the protec 
tion of life and property, such as 
transportation, communication, util1 
ties, public works, health, policing, 
sanitation and water supply. 

The Commissioner should be fully 
informed on all matters pertaining to 
the function and responsibilities of the 
insurance companies, underwriter 
agencies, and rating bureaus, and it is 
his duty to represent the department, 
the municipality, and the people be- 
fore these groups. 


Summation of Commissioner's 
Responsibilities 


In closing, probably I could have 
covered my subject in one brief 
paragraph, had I said that the re 
sponsibility of a good Fire Commis 
sioner rests in the selection of a re- 
sponsible, capable, efficient, honest, 
sincere Chief, Fire Marshal, and 
executive and administrative officers, 
giving them full authority and back- 
ing them up in all matters, especially 
in the handling of personnel, and 
lastly, in knowing his own limitations 
and attending strictly to his own busi- 
ness, that of protecting the interests 
of the community which he repre- 
sents. 


annual conven 
Association of Fire 


before the 
Coast 


(From an address 
tion of the Pacific 
Chiefs.) 
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FIRE COMPANIES INSPECT 
LARGE RISKS IN THEIR AREAS 


Each of District Chiefs of Columbus, Ohio, Given Definite 
Days for Taking Out Companies for Industrial Examinations 


By Fred Barrett 


Secretary, Fire 





Chief Edward P. Welch 


Curer WELCH, Columbus, Ohio, has 
something new. From ten to witeen firc- 
men, in command of a District Chief, 
make inspections of large risks in their 
respective districts. Even though the 
men are on inspection work, they are 
still subject to call, should a fire break. 
They are notified of the alarms by 
radio. 

Chief Welch explained his new idea by 
saying : 

“You look at it this way. I could fight 
a fire in my home more effectively than 
I could in yours, because I know the 
location of every air vent, door, window 
of stairway, and the sheme of construc- 
tion.” 

The plan was started in July, and the 
men are gradually becoming accustomed 
to the physical characteristics of the 
various buildings 


Inspections After Working Hours 


Chief Welch assigns Monday and 
Tuesday evenings to the Central Dis- 
trict, Wednesday and Thursday to the 
South District, and Friday and Saturday 
to the North District, as that is the 
number of District Chiefs they have in 
Columbus They contact the various 
concerns in their “First Alarm” districts 
and ask permission to make an inspec- 
tion of the plant, and to be escorted 
by someone in authority. This has been 
very graciously granted upon all re- 
quests, and at the designated time, pref- 
erably after working hours, where no 
interruption of employees will take place. 

The District Chief calls for two en- 
gine companies and one ladder company 
and drives to the location, placing these 
companies “on the air” by radio. The 
operator is so notified that these com- 
panies are available for response to their 
regular assignments. The Chief's driver 


Department, 


Columbus, Ohio 


remains with the car to receive any 
such communications, and, upon receiv- 
ing a notification of fire, he immediate- 
ly notifies the District Chief, and the 
response is made from the scene of in- 
spection. 

The inspection blank is one that must 
be filled out by the District Chief upon 
completion of the inspection, and for- 
warded to the Chief's office the follow- 
ing morning with the Chief's official 
report. 


Department Store Destroyed 


Chief Charles L. Slade, First As- 
sistant Chief Ofterdinger and 130 fire- 
men of the Des Moines, Ia., Fire De- 
partment, fought an early morning fire 
which destroyed the three-story Globe 





Fighting the Globe Department Store Fire 
in Des Moines 


department store. Freezing weather 
hampered the firemen. A firewall sep- 
arated the store from a seven-story an- 
nex. Flames broke through into the 
fourth floor of this addition. 

Fire broke out at 5:52 a.m., and was 
not considered under control until 9 
am. The fire was fought from four 
sides and roofs of nearby buildings. The 
los? was estimated at $120,000. 
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CHIEFS TO HOLD CONVENTION 
AT SAN FRANCISCO, SEPT. 20-23 


Board of Directors Select Those Dates on 


Recommendation of 


Ar the annual meeting of the Board 
of Directors of the International Asso- 
ciation of Fire Chiefs, held at the Hotel 
Pennsylvania, New York City, the week 
of January 23, the dates for the San 
Francisco Conference were set at Sep- 
tember 20 to 23, with headquarters at the 


Fairmount Hotel. Meetings and ex- 
hibits will be held at the Municipal 
Auditorium. The Pacific Coast Associa- 


tion will meet immediatey preceding the 
International Association. 


Home Inspection Week Proposed 


The Board of Directors went on rec- 
ord as favoring an additional Fire Pre- 
vention Week in the Spring, which is to 
be sponsored by the Association and 
which might be known as Home Inspec- 


tion Week. 
Educational Program Set Up 


At this meeting, plans for the Edu- 
cational Program were definitely set up 
and the sum of $5,000 was allocated for 
carrying on the work of the committee. 
Ex-Chief Charles E. Clark, Wayne, Pa., 
was appointed to the Educational Com- 
mittee, representing the points of view 
of the volunteer Fire Departments. 
Educational material is being printed 
and will be sent out to members of the 
Association within a short time. Non- 
members may purchase this material 
from the Headquarters Office. 

The Board of Directors also went on 
record as recommending to the mem- 
bers of the Association their approval of 
the new schedule of pump pressures, as 
recommended by the Motor Fire Ap- 
paratus Manufacturers Association. 


Those Present 


Members attending were Chief Roy E. 
Mottesheard, Dearborn, Mich., Presi- 
dent; Chief Ray Tiller, Waterloo, Ia., 
First Vice-President; Chief W. H. 
Palmer, Charlotte, N. C., Second Vice- 
President: Jay W. Stevens, San Fran- 


cisco, Cal., Executive Secretary; Ex- 
Chief James J. Mulcahey, Yonkers, 
N. s Secretary-Treasurer; Fred 
Shepperd, Headquarters Manager; Gif- 
ford T. Cook, Asst. Manager; I. H. 


Case, Publicity Manager; Chief Daniel 
B. Tierney, Arlington, Mass., Director; 
Chief Ross B. Davis, Philadelphia, Pa., 
Director; Chief Calvin M. Johnson, 
Knoxville, Tenn., Director; Chief Peter 
Steinkellner, Milwaukee, Wis., Director; 
Chief James T: O’Donnell, Salvage 
Corps, St. Louis, Mo., Director; Chief 
S. E. Hansen, Dallas, Tex., Director; 
Chief W. R. Williams, Fresno, Cal., Di- 
rector, as well as Chiefs Ralph Scott, 
Los Angeles, Cal., Chairman of the 
Educational Committee; Selden Allen, 
Brookline, Mass., and Charles A. 
McGinley, East Orange, N. J., also of 


the Educational Committee and Chief 


San Francisco Chief 


Charles Brennan of San Francisco, who 
is to be host to the 1939 Convention. 
Also present were Chief James T. 
Keegan, Salvage Corps, Newark, N. J.; 
Deputy Chief John Waldron, New York 
City; George E. Morley, Sergeant at 
Arms, and Ex-Chief Charles E. Clark, 
Wayne, Pa., who substituted as Director 
from the Eastern Association in the 
absence of Chief Davis at some of the 
sessions. 


New Fire House for Detroit 


The Fire Department of Detroit, Mich., 
has recently placed in service a new fire 
station; to house Engine Company No. 
54 and Ladder Company No. 26. Located 
at the intersection of Grand River and 
Trinity Avenues, it replaces the old Red- 
ford Municipal Building, at Argus and 
Rockdale, which has been used as a fire 
station for the past several years. 

The building, of red brick and stone 
trim, with gray slate roof, is the last 
word in fire station construction, and has 
the new short hose tower, in which the 
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The apparatus room with its white 
glazed brick walls, dark beamed ceiling 
and terrazzo floors is L-shaped, and pre- 
sents a very pleasing appearance. Other 
rooms which are finished the same are 
dining room, kitchen, rubber clothes 
storing room, toilet and entrance to the 
hose tower on the first floor, and on the 
second floor, the locker room, wash room 
and storage room, while the dormitory 
and two officers’ rooms have plastered 
walls and rubber tile floors. The large 
card room, or lounge, on the first floor 
has walnut paneled wainscoating, with 
plastered walls and ceilings. The two 
floors are connected by a steel stairway 
and three brass slide-poles. A basement, 
under the rear of the station, contains 
the boiler room and storage room. The 
boiler is fired by gas, automatically con- 
trolled. A pipe tunnel runs around the 
outside walls of the unexcavated portion 
of the building, allowing easy access to 
all pipes and wires. 

The station cost approximately $65,000, 
and is the first constructed in Detroit 
since 1930. 

Donatp Derk. 


Alfred Kinsella Dead 


Alfred Kinsella, a retired Captain of 
the New York Fire Department, and 
recently a salesman for the Mine Safety 
Appliance Company, died. following a 
three-day illness at the age of 57. His 
home was at Belmont, Mass. 

He was a member of the New York 





New Fire Station Completed in Detroit 


hose is hung double over round hangers. 
This is the first of this type used in 
Detroit. 

Indirect lighting has been used in the 
main rooms of both floors and at the 
touch of a switch, near the watch desk, 
all lights in the apparatus room and dor- 
mitory flash on; the big doors and pole- 
hold covers open, ready for a speedy re- 
sponse of men and apparatus to the 
alarm. At the end of two and one-half 
minutes, lights go off, and doors close, 
automatically, locking the station until 
the return of firemen. 


Fire Department for 20 years and retired 
in 1927. He was considered an authority 
on gas masks and life-saving apparatus. 

In the words of Chief John W. 
O’Hearn, Secretary, New England As- 
sociation of Fire Chiefs, “Kinsella was 
more than a salesman. He was ever 
ready, day or night, to lecture and 
demonstrate either his goods or depart- 
ment equipment. He did a great job for 
many departments. His type will be 
hard to find.” 

He is survived by his widow and a 
brother. 
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PACIFIC COAST ASSOCIATION 
PASSES 1,000 IN MEMBERSHIP 


Drives Staged by Chief Jay W. Stevens, 
Secretary, Brings Total to Nearly 1100 


Wi IE the Pacific Coast Association 


of Fire Chiefs has led all divisions of 
the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs in membership for several years, 
it has recently increased its lead by 
around 300, as a result of a membership 
drive staged by Secretary Jay W. 











Chief W. R. Williams 


Stevens and the present officers, Chief 
W. R. Williams, Fresno, Cal., Presi- 
dent; Chief A. J. Baker, Lewistown, 





Jay W. Stevens 


Mont., First Vice-President; Chief Hugh 
Morris, San Mateo, Cai., Second Vice- 
President; Chief Ed. Steinhauer, Red- 
ding, Cal., Treasurer. 

The success in the drive is a direct 
reflection upon the fine service rendered 
by the Pacific Coast Association to its 
membership. Chief Stevens has been 
singularly successful in protecting the 
Chiefs in his district against political 


interference, and in addition he and the 
present officers put over a convention 
at Salt Lake City, Utah, last fall which 
might well serve as a model for some 
of the other sectional organizations. 

Chief Stevens last year promised 
1,000 members for his organization, and 
he is going far beyond his goal. 

Incidentally, with the Pacific Coast 
Association meeting jointly with the In- 
ternational Association at San Fran- 
cisco next September, that convention 
promises to be the largest ever held by 
the International. 


New England Chiefs Plan for 
Convention 

Officers and directors of the New 
England Association of Fire Chiefs held 
a meeting in Providence, R. I., on Jan- 
uary 12 to discuss plans for the conven- 
tion to be held there on June 20, 21, and 

Officers present were Chief Thomas 
F. Burns, Bridgeport, Conn., President; 
Chief Oliver T. Sanborn, Portland, Me.; 


Chief Alfred H. Koltonski, Rutland, 
Vt.; Chief Charles H. French, Man- 
chester, N. H.; Chief John W. O’Hearn, 
Watertown, Mass.; Chief James A. 
Downey, Wallingford, Conn.; Chief 
Daniel B. Tierney, Arlington, Mass.; 
Chief Thomas H. Cotter, Providence, 
R. L.; Chief A. J. Cote, Woonsocket, 
R. L.; Chief Frank J. Callahan, Central 


Falls, R. I.; Chief Napoleon Taupier, 
Pawtucket, R. I.; Deputy Chief Arthur 
E. Harris, Meriden, Conn.; Harry 
Belknap, Boston, Press Representative; 


and Frank McManus, aid to Chief 
O’ Hearn. q 
Visits were made to the Providence- 


Biltmore Hotel and to two state arm- 
ories. The following Exhibit Committee 
was appointed: Chief Frank J. Callahan, 
Central Falls, Chairman; Chief Napoleon 
Taupier, Pawtucket; and Chief Daniel 
B. Tierney, Arlington. 

Harry BELKNAP. 


Connecticut Signal Men Meet 


Representatives from 15 cities and 
towns in the state attended the annual 
meeting of the Connecticut Municipal 
Signal Association, which was held at 
New Britain, Conn., on January 19. 
The following officers were named for 
the coming year: President, Superin- 
tendent Charles Zimmer, Meriden; Vice- 
President, Assistant Superintendent Wil- 
lam A. Springsteen, Milford, and Super- 
intendent Leon Toczko, New Britain, 
re-elected Secretary-Treasurer. 

A very interesting demonstration of 
emergency stand by units was given 
the members by J. McCue. Fred W. 
Yelland, of the U. S. Motor Corps and 
E. Fitzgerald, of Kohler & Kohler Com- 
pany, also gave demonstrations. 

Following the business meeting, the 
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visitors attended a banquet at the Hotel 
Stanley, with Fire Chief William J. 
Noble and William C. Hart, Chief of 


Police, as honored guests. The next 
meeting will be held at Fire Alarm 
Headquarters, Milford, on March 16 
where it is expected all Municipal 


Signal Superintendents in the state will 
attend. 
Tuomas F. MAGNER. 


Shannon, Head of N. Y. 
Patrol, Dead 


Thomas C. Shannon, Superintendent 
of the New York Fire Patrol since 1934, 
and a member of that corps since 1896, 
died at his home following a six months 
illness, at the age of 67. 

He became a member of the patrol 
on October 15, 1896. He was advanced 
through the ranks to Sergeant Lieuten- 
ant, Captain and on July 1, 1934, was 
advanced to Superintendent, succeeding 
James O. Schwank, who retired, after 
25 years service. 

Most of his work with the patrol was 
done on the lower East Side of Man- 
hattan. He served as a member of 
Patrol No. 7 in Norfolk Street for 
15 years. 

Surviving Mr. Shannon are his widow, 
three sons and a daughter. One son is 








The Late T. C. Shannon 


a Sergeant of a patrol in Brooklyn and 
another is in the fire insurance business. 





Fire Calls Amplified 


Amplifiers are being placed on the 
watch desk of all Baltimore, Md., fire 
stations. All types of department mes- 
sages will be sent over the speakers and 
the telephone will not be much used 
hereafter, except for confidential mes- 
sages. 

The speakers are six inches in diam- 
eter and are mounted in a small box, 
separate from the controls. A two-way 
switch on the box allows the man at the 
speaker to either listen to the order or 
give areply. The volune is high enough 
to permit the orders to be heard over 
most of the station. 

Ortts SMITH 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT INSTRUCTORS 
HOLD CONFERENCE AT MEMPHIS 


Instructors Present from 28 States—Much Discussion on 
Establishment of Concrete Program for Fire Service Training 


Tue Eleventh Annual Fire Depart- 
ment Instructors Conference was opened 
Tuesday morning, January 10, in the 
Assembly Hall of the Memphis Fire 
Department Headquarters and continued 
until shortly after midday on Friday, 
January 13. The Conference was spon- 
sored by the Fire Prevention Depart- 
ment of the Western Actuarial Bureau 
in cooperation with the Memphis Fire 
Department. 

This conference has grown to assume 
a position of tremendous importance in 
the promotion and achievement of fire 
service educational work. It is the out- 
growth of an informal meeting called 
among a group of six individuals who 
were in the employ of fire insurance 
underwriting and rating bureaus in the 
Middle West section of the country, as 
traveling fire department instructors. 


First Meeting in Chicago 


The first meeting was called in Chi- 
cago in 1929 and its alleged purpose 
was to discuss the problems of Fire 
Department training, arising out of each 
man’s experiences in his own state. 
The second meeting the following year, 
was held in Chicago, after which the 
next fot meetings were held in St. 
Louis in cooperation with the St. Louis 
Fire Department. The last five meet- 
ings have been in Memphis, in coopera- 
tion with the Memphis Fire Department. 
Each year the conference has become 
more and more representative of the 
combined interests of the active fire 
service, interested city officials, State 
Fire Marshals, public educational agen- 
cies involved in fire prevention work, 
insurance underwriting organizations 
and the numerous other organizations 
which maintain a deep interest in the 
betterment of the fire service. 

Attendance at the 1939 meeting far 
exceeded previous attendance records, 
with a total of 247 registrants represent- 
ing 28 states and the District of Co- 
lumbia. One-of the highlights of this 
year’s attendance was a number of rep- 
resentatives from territories which have 
never before been included in the group. 
Another feature of the attendance was 
the official representation of the state- 
wide firemen training movements in 
some 21 states, in addition to unofficial 
representatives having an indirect ac- 
tive interest in the training programs 
in several other states. 

The conference represents no real or- 
ganization and is strictly a conference 
aimed at producing a free and unbiased 
discussion of training problems. It is 
not a training school. Program ar- 
rangements are more of less spontaneous 
and are almost entirely suggested by 
members of the conference. 

The highlight of the 1939 meeting 
was the amount of time devoted to the 
problem of establishing and developing 
a concrete program for fire service 
training in each state, with particular 


attention to the possibilities of at least 
partially subsidizing these programs 
under the terms of the George-Deen 
Act and preceding state and federal 
vocational training acts. Two full after- 
noon sessions were turned over to the 
Directors of the various state fire 
schools represented and were devoted 
to informal round-table discussion in 
connection with the organization and 
operation of these programs. 

George Richardson, Secretary-Treas- 
urer, International Association of Fire 
Fighters and Chief R. A. Bogan, Baton 
Rouge, La., represented the Federal 
Advisory Committee on Firemen train- 
ing. As a climax to the entire discus- 
sion on training programs, the Suggested 
Standard Fire Service Training Pro- 
gram arranged and sponsored by the 
Educational Committee of the Interna- 
tional Association of Fire Chiefs in co- 
operation with the Federal Office of 
Education, was outlined in detail and 
was most enthusiastically received as a 
general guide for the creation of com- 
plete programs in each state. Plans 
were also announced for the release of 
standard training and reference manuals 
to be used in the presentation of in- 
structions in training programs built up 
around the suggested plan. 

Two very interesting evening meet- 
ings were devoted exclusively to the 
showing of numerous motion pictures 
which had been taken in connection with 
Fire Department training operations 
throughout the country. These pictures 
served to bring out the opportunities 
open to the use of motion pictures in the 
development of training work. Two 
special evening meetings were conducted 
during the conference; one of which in- 
volved the annual meeting of the Inter- 
national Association of Fire Depart- 
ment Instructors and the other was a 
dinner party and meeting of the various 
fire insurance underwriting and rating 
bureau representatives present at the 
conference. 

Through the courtesy of Chief Irby 
Klink and the Memphis Fire Depart- 
ment, buses were provided following the 
final evening session on Thursday night 
and the entire conference group was 
transported to the Casino at the State 
Fair grounds, where all of the members 
were invited to participate in a buffet 
supper and enjoy dancing. 





Maryland Firemen Ask New Laws 


The Executive Committee of the 
Maryland State Firemen’s Association 
met in Annapolis January 17. Several 
proposed fire laws were discussed. The 
meeting was followed by a dinner at the 
Carvel Hall Hotel. 

A Board of Trustees report suggested 
that the present system of paying desti- 
tute volunteers $120 yearly be discon- 
tinued. 
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The creation of a Department of 
Public Safety was urged. This depart- 
ment would consist of Building Con- 
struction and Fire Prevention and would 
have a Fire Marshal who would replace 
the present Fire Marshal system of the 
State Insurance Commissioner. 

J. Lloyd Hopkins, Assistant Annapolis 
Fire Chief, introduced a proposed bill 
for the regulation of school busses. The 
bill includes rules for painting all school 
busses golden orange; lettering the 
words School Bus on all such busses, 
and required the words to be covered 
when the bus is used for other purposes. 
The busses would also have to have an 
emergency exit in the rear. Each bus 
would have to carry a carbon tetra- 
chloride fire extinguisher. 

A measure exempting fire apparatus 
from the one per cent titling tax will 
also be brought before the state legis- 
lature. Another bill would give insur- 
ance to firemen injured while at drills, 
or while on any type of call. It was 
revealed by one member present that 
some insurance companies will issue 
policies to volunteers, with a fire-fighting 
provision in the policy. 

The death of Prof. Robert Criswell 
was discussed at some length. His ad- 
vanced fire course was in a state of 
preparation at the time of his death. 
The difficulty of replacing a man of 
Prof. Criswell’s caliber was commented 
upon. 

At the conclusion of the meeting a 
dinner was held at the Carvel Hall 
Hotel. Several state senators and mem- 
bers of the House of Delegates attended 
the dinner. The convention of the Mary- 
land State Firemen’s Association will be 
held at Ocean City in July. 

Ottis SMITH 





Plan Chief Kellogg Celebration 


All civic and kindred organizations of 
Sioux City, Ia. are sponsoring a 
George M. Kellogg Golden Anniversary 
Celebration, to mark the 50th year of 
service of Chief Kellogg, as head of the 
department. 

Formal dinners will be held at the 














Chief George M. Kellogg 


Warrier Hotel on March 17 and 18, 
and the B. P. O. Elks has declared a 
George M. Kellogg Golden Anniversary 
Week, March 13 to 18. Also as part of 
the celebration, there will be a manu- 
facturers’ display of fire apparatus and 
equipment. 


re 


est 
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Syracuse Fights 3-Alarm Blaze 


Firemen of Syracuse, N. Y., with 
Chief Gieselman directing, had a four- 
hour fight to extinguish a three-alarm 
fire which demolished a warehouse for 
waste material and destroyed some stock 
in an adjoining fur company The 
origin of the fire is doubtful. 

Despite a fire wall which separated 
the two buildings, flames reached the 


alarm came at 3:30 a.m., by 
and a box alarm was 
atter 

The fire was going strong when the 
first company arrived. Although the 
cold was intense, no fireman was hurt. 
Many suffered from the cold. 

Fire Marshal Wilkes said that he had 
requested owners of the building to raze 
it, as it was a serious fire hazard. 


telephone 
pulled shortly 


Holes in the floor through which bun- 





Photo, Courtesy of Syracuse Herald 


Floodlights Help Illuminate Fire Grounds of Warehouse Blaze 


top floor of the adjoining structure and 
damaged hundreds of pelts. The first 


dles of waste could be dropped, helped 
the fire to spread with great rapidity. 





Photo, Courtesy of Syracuse Journal 


Streams from a Water Tower Help to Fight 3-Alarm Fire 
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Chief Monroe Recuperating 


Chief John Monroe, Savannah, Ga., 
is recuperating from a _ severe illness. 
Returning from a trip to Miami, he was 
rushed to the hospital for the removal 
of his appendix. Pneumonia set in and 
he was placed in an oxygen tent for 
some time. He is now on the road to 
recovery. 


Chief G. A. Moore Dead 


Chief George A. Moore, head of the 
volunteer Fire Department at Fort 
Bragg, Cal., since 1935, died at his home 
as the result of an illness which had him 
bedridden for some time. He had been 
a volunteer firemen since 1922. 

Chief Moore was born in San Fran- 
cisco on January 25, 1900, and went to 
Fort Bragg 25 years ago. A widow, 
two daughters and a son survive. 





1938 Losses $302,050,000 

Fire losses in the United States for 
1938 were tabulated at $302,050,000, ac- 
cording to figures issued by the National 
3oard of Fire Underwriters. Large in- 
creases in fire losses for the latter 
months of the year brought the total 
figures 6.1 per cent higher than those 
for 1937. This is the first time since 
1933 that the total figures have gone 
above $300,000,000. 


Northern California Firemen 
Meet 


Chief J. D. Miller, Davis, Cal., was 
elected President of the Northern Cali- 
fornia Firemen’s Association. The other 
officers are George Hunt, Mt. Shasta, 
First Vice-President; Adolph G. Hen- 
rich, Ukia, Second Vice-President; 
Howard Herringer, Rio Vista, Third 
Vice-President; Bart W. Arundel, 
Placerville, Secretary-Treasurer. 

During the meeting there was a com- 
petition demonstration of extinguishing 
various types of fires with hand fire ex- 
tinguishers. Five volunteer departments 
participated. This was followed by a 
discussion gf methods brought out in 
the demonstration. New legislation 
measures were described. 

Sound pictures were shown of salvage 
work and home dry cleaning. 





Philadelphia Apparatus Crash 
Two firemen were killed and ten per- 
were injured as the result of a 
collision between two fire trucks in the 
mid city section of Philadelphia. 

The accident occurred when the 
Rescue Squad wagon, speeding east, 
plowed into the side of a combination 
and chemical truck going north. 
Ladder Truck 23, which was following 
the Rescue Squad from the Fire Head- 
quarters, was stopped in time to avoid 
striking the wrecked apparatus. 

The driver and a member of the Res- 
cue Squad crew were killed, while the 
others riding the apparatus were injured 
when thrown to the street by the im- 
pact. The fire to which they were re- 
sponding, a box alarm from Fifth and 
Callowhill Streets, did only two dollars 
damage, as the wiring system of an 
automobile short-circuited. 

FRANK K. SHIRK. 
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Squad Car for Green Bay, Wis. 


The Green Bay, Wis., Fire Depart- 
ment, an organization conducted under 
the rules of strict military discipline 
which Chief Ralph H. Drum learned 
from experience in the World War, has 
recently added a squad wagon, believed 
to be one of the most efficient and mod- 
ern pieces of equipment in use through- 
out the country today. 

Resembling a housecar, the truck car- 
ries, packed away neatly in _ lockers, 
equipment for all types of rescue work. 
It also carries added equipment for use 
in fighting large blazes. 

The chasis is an International, while 
the body was built by the Acme Body 
Works at Appleton, Wis. Decorating 
of the truck was done by the firemen 
themselves, while a number of the pieces 
of equipment are “inventions” of the 
Green Bay department. 

Total cost, with new equipment which 
had to be added to the equipment trans- 
ferred from the old “squad wagon,” came 
to less than $1,200. 

The “squad wagon” goes in on all calls 
handled by the main fire house, return- 


Dauwalter With National Board 


F. S. Dauwalter, Director of the Busi- 
ness Development Office since it was 
opened on April 1, 1936, has been made 
Assistant General Manager of the Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters. He 
has had a wide experience in the fire 
insurance business. 





Lessons of the New England 
Hurricane 


Among the lessons taught by the New 
England Hurricane of September 21 was 
that too much dependence cannot be 
placed on outside aid in times of emer- 
gency caused by storms. 

When the city of New London, Conn., 
tried to call aid from New Haven and 
Hartford, as a huge fire was threaten- 
ing the destruction of the entire city, 
it was not only impossible to get in 
communication with the fire officials of 
these cities because of disrupted tele- 
phone and telegraph service, but even 
had a message been sent through by 





Green Bay, Wis., Rescue Squad Car 


ing to the station if there is no need for 
its services. It is also used exclusively 
for all “squad” calls, and carries a crew 
of six men, a driver and officer sitting in 
the front seat and four other firemen 
riding on a bench in the car. 

Between the cabinets and _ lockers, 
along the sides of the truck, there is pro- 
vided floor space large enough to carry 
two patients on stretchers. Thus the 
truck can also be converted into an am- 
bulance. 

A gasoline powered generator in the 
truck generates electricity to run six 
electric pads, three large floodlights or an 
electric saw which the firemen use for 
cutting through flooring in a _ hurry. 
There are 250 feet of wiring coiled on a 
spool in the rear of the truck with eight 
outlets for the electric current from the 
generator. 

Also included in its equipment is an 
oxygen inhalator and six tanks of oxy- 
gen; grappling hooks and 250 feet of 
rope; six electric heating pads; two oxy- 
gen masks and two all-service masks; 
the electric saw; three floodlights; com- 
plete first aid equipment; leg splints and 
safety belts; blankets, towels and rubber 
gloves, and a stretcher. 


J. B. Torinus. 


radio, as was attempted, it would have 
been impossible for apparatus to reach 
the stricken city because of roads 
blocked by fallen trees and poles. Rail- 
road trains were likewise stopped by 
wash outs and blocked tracks. Appara- 
tus from nearby Waterford only reached 
New London, after four hours spent in 
chopping a way through fallen trees 
across highways. 

The need for heavy wrecking trucks 
and for mobile lighting units was dem- 
onstrated, also the need for placing fire 
alarm wires underground. The value of 
short wave radio was again demon- 
strated. The necessity for a system of 
limited response, for use in emergencies, 
was shown by the situation in Boston, 
where at one time during the storm 
every piece of apparatus in the city was 
out of quarters, with the exception of 
one ladder truck, even though reduced 
assignments had been put in effect. Fire 
alarm circuits went out and it was im- 
possible to communicate with head- 
quarters. In this situation two-way 
radio proved its value. “A portable 
lighting unit on every ladder truck” is 
the recommendation of several New 
England Chiefs. 

Harry BELKNAP. 
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Training Discussed by Fairfield 
Chiefs 


Despite the competition of a seven 
alarm fire at Bridgeport, Conn., a heavy- 
weight championship fight, zero tem- 
perature outside, and poor traveling con- 
ditions, about 60 members and guests 
of the Fairfield County Fire Chiefs’ 
Emergency Plan met at the Southport 
Firehouse on Wednesday evening, Janu- 
ary 25. 

A. C. Hutson, Assistant Chief En- 
gineer, National Board of Fire Under- 
writers, was the speaker of the evening 
discussing “Training.” He stressed 
drills, of a regular nature for both paid 
and volunteer companies, and recited 
instances where fire companies had 
drilled upon certain problems which 
later actually occurred—and because 
they had drilled—they were able to ex- 
tinguish the fire without serious dam- 
age. He mentioned the Greenwich Fire 
Department, in particular, as having 
done _ this. Heartily endorsing the 
Regional Training Drill Schools, Mr. 
Hutson said his only thought was that 
they didn’t go far enough—and that is 
getting individual companies to have 
more drills. 

The Legislative Committee, Commis- 
sioner George Brencher, Chairman, gave 
a full report of their activities during 
the past few months and revealed that 
in cooperation with the other counties 
of the state, three bills have been sub- 
mitted to the legislature, one dealing 
with an act allowing volunteer Fire De- 
partments to hold carnivals; another 
protecting drivers of fire apparatus, both 
paid and volunteer, and a third an act 
establishing a Firemen’s Home Build- 
ing Fund. The county is also backing 
a bill which will eliminate payment of 
the old age tax by active volunteer fire- 
men, as well as a bill which will estab- 
lish rules and regulations governing the 
dyking of oil tanks and the transporta- 
tion of inflammable liquids. 

Members of the Legislative Commit- 
tee reported on the meeting in New 
Haven, when representatives of prac- 
tically every county in the State voted 
to back these bills. The joint county 
meeting voted, to endorse two bills, 
which the State Firemen’s Association 
decided to send to the legislature. Both 
bills were presented to the August Fire- 
men’s Convention at Milford by the 
County Plan. 

First Selectman John Ferguson, Chief 
Fred von Holtz, Southport and Com- 
mission Edward von Holtz, Fairfield, 
welcomed the visiting firemen to the 
town of Fairfield. Selectman Ferguson 
congratulated the Plan on its work, par- 
ticularly the work done earlier in the 
day at the Seven Alarm Fire in Bridge- 
port. He said this fire shows the needs 
and cooperation available at a fire of 
this kind. 

A recess was declared at ten o’clock 
to listen to the Louis-Lewis fight, but 
the meeting reconvened “a few minutes” 
later. 


Leon Meaney, Chairman of the Edu- 
cational Committee, announced that 
Alton Hall Blackington, famed lec- 
turer, who had spoke before the Plan 
about four years before in Newtown, 
would be the speaker at the February 
22 meeting at Westport. His topic will 
be the 1938 Hurricane, showing pictures, 
both of fires and otherwise, of the hur- 
ricane at its height. 
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Westchester "Plan" Meets in 
Fairview 


The 93rd meeting of the Fire Chiefs’ 
Emergency Plan of Westchester Coun- 
ty, N. Y., was held on the evening of 


January 18 at Fairview Fire Head- 
quarters. 
President Roi Woolley called upon 


former Chief Ryan, Fairview, to intro- 
duce the new Chief, Emil Suda, who, in 
Chairman of 


turn presented Commis- 





Button Adopted by Westchester Plan 


sioners Walter Lander. The Commis- 
sioner welcomed the Plan to Fairview 
and told how much it had done for his 
community. He introduced the new 
chief officers, First Assistant Chief 
McGovern and Second Assistant Chief 
William Clark. 

A handsome new “Question Box” was 
presented to the Plan. It was the work 
of Commissioner and First Vice-Presi- 
dent William Livingston, Tarrytown, 
and was given into the custody of the 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Captain Falch. The 
Plan received promise of another hand 
some donation in the form of a replica 
of the bell used to call the first meeting 
of the organization to order, ten years 
ago. This gift will be presented by the 
giver, Captain Eugene Riviere, Larch- 
mont, the Plan’s first Secretary-Treas- 
urer. 

Commissioner Earl Krows, Hastings, 
reported progress being made on the 
special financing of the Plan. About 
nine communities in the County are 
now Sustaining Members and others 
joining monthly. Commissioner Jahne, 
Pleasantville, reported on the various 
bills that will be presented before the 
legislature at Albany in this session, one 
of which will be the recommendation 
that all volunteer firemen next year be 
given “VF” license plates for their cars, 
as a means of easy identification. Chief 
Van de Water, Hastings, and Captain 
Howson, Bronxville, reported on the 
progress being made in the extension 
of the Plan’s activities to cover other 
emergencies, and on the almost entirely 
completed parkway protection for the 
County. Appreciation was voiced for 
the splendid cooperation of Parkway 
Commissioner Reynolds and the Park- 
way Police in bringing greater safety to 
users of the parkways, and to firemen 
who respond to emergency calls along 
the roads and highways. Shortly, there 
will be complete charts made for all fire 
companies guarding the various park- 
way systems. The system for parkway 
protection outlined by the Committee 
was adopted on motion of Chief Gibson, 
Mount Vernon, after a full discussion 
of the major details, such as protection 
to firemen answering out-of-town calls, 
etc. 


For Program and Educational Com- 
mittee Chief John Brennan, Chairman, 
read the paper on “Hose Streams and 
Hose Layouts,” which he gave to the 
New York State Fire Chiefs Associa- 
tion. Following this there was an open 
discussion, in which many of the mem- 
bers joined. Chief Anthony Ferris, 
Katonah, upon request of Chief Bren- 
nan, gave a most interesting account 
of the recent big Clark Estate fire, at 
which the Emergency Plan worked ef- 
ficiently and smoothly. He explained 
how Katonah, which had its entire com- 
plement of men and apparatus, working 
on the fire nearly all night, was ably 
“covered” by nearby communities (some 
of which also send aid, when the emer- 
gency call went out). 

In discussing the question of insignia 
for members on their private cars, it 
was felt that this was a local matter 
and that the Plan should not recommend 
universal adoption of any insignia on 
officers’ cars. The Legal Committee 
was asked to have a copy of the much- 
discussed “Young” case sent to each 
Chief, so they could study it. 

The members present unanimously 
voted to present Treasurer Edward 
Siller, Yonkers, with a suitable brief 
case in which to carry his papers. The 
attendance exceeded 150, despite the 
inclemency of the weather. Following 
the meeting the members present en- 
joyed refreshments provided by the 
Fairview Fire Department. 





Fire Survey of Norway 


According to a recent report of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, no less 
than forty-five Norwegian municipali- 
ties of populations over 1,000 have some 
fire-fighting equipment and personnel. 
The larger departments have motorized 
equipment, but horse-drawn fire engines 
are still found in the smaller places. 
Tarpaulins are not only used to prevent 
water and smoke damage, but to protect 
neighboring structures. 


Warning to Motorists 


As part of a campaign to prevent ac- 
cidents to fire apparatus while respond- 
ing to alarms, Fire Commissioner Wil- 
liam Arthur Reilly, Boston, Fire De- 
partment, had several wrecked automo- 
biles displayed in public squares of the 
city, bearing placards reading: “Don’t 
Let This Happen to Your Car”; “When 
You Hear the Siren Pull Over to the 
Curb”; “Always Give Fire Apparatus 
the Right of Way.” 


Harry BELKNapP. 





The Major a Fireman 


Major Edward Bowes, radio program 
conductor, has been given honorary 
membership in about everything else, so 
members of Water Witch Hose Com- 
pany, Danbury, Conn., went to his CBS 
broadcast on February 2, and presented 
him with a Danbury hat and gold badge, 
making him an honorary member of the 
company. Town Assessor George Al- 
lingham is in charge of the committee 
on arranging for the affair. 

Tuomas F. MAGNER. 
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1938 INDEX READY 


The Index to Volume 91, 
FIRE ENGINEERING, cov- 
ering the year 1938, is now 
ready. Copies will be mailed 
free on request. 














Australia ire Sweeps 1,000 Sq. 
Miles 


Strong winds fanned a fire which 
broke out in the state of Victoria, Aus- 
tralia, to a blaze of major proportions, 
which spread over 1,000 square miles, 
on January 14 and made a large number 
homeless. It is claimed more than 30 
lives were lost and large tracts of tim- 
ber, and property destroyed. Because 
of the large timber losses in Victoria, 
it is believed that there will be an acute 
timber shortage in the state. 





Methods of Pittsburgh 


The activities of the Fire Department 
of Pittsburgh, Pa., for the past year are 
contained in the annual report by Chief 
Nicholas S. Phelan. 

For the first time in the history of the 
department, a complete test has been 
made of all pumping equipment. 

A campaign was started to reduce the 
number of false alarms. Twenty per- 
sons were apprehended for sending in 
false alarms and all but three were con- 
victed. The three who were discharged 
were too young to prosecute. About 
21 per cent of the fire calls are false 
alarms. Fire losses were reduced from 


$2.25 per capita in 1936 to $0.81 for 1938. 





Courtesy, Albany, Ga., Herald 
Chief Brosnan On Way to Recovery 


The photograph reproduced above shows Chief D. 
W. Brosnan, Albany, Ga., Fire Department, short- 
ly after he was injured by falling timber in a 
lumber fire in his city. He was rushed to a 
hospital and is reported to be on the way to re- 
covery. Chief Brosnan served as President of the 
International Association of Fire Chiefs in 1937. 
Through his efforts in fire prevention, Albany re- 
ceived five awards from the National Fire Waste 
Council for best fire loss record. 
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A Fire Fan is a Worker 
To the Editor: 


In a previous issue of FirE ENGINEER- 
ING, a writer asks the question “What is 
a Fire Fan?” and proceeds to answer it 
in as interesting an article as one has 
ever read on such a subject. 

When he takes up the subject of the 
“Box Associations” he shows a real 
appreciation of their aims, but of course 
he could not mention them all and ac- 
cordingly we venture to introduce the 
name of one of the hardest worked and 
least-advertised, the Box 4 Associates, 
Inc., of Worcester, Mass. As in the 
other groups, the Box 4 man is not a 
spark, nor a member of the sidewalk 
committee, but it also may be doubted 
whether he has ever thought of himself 
as a fire fan. 

Born of the smoke and flame of a 
disastrous blaze some sixteen years ago, 
when a group of civilian volunteers 
found themselves working within the 
fire lines, the organization has grown to 
be a very practical auxiliary of the Fire 
Department, having definite duties in 
any fire emergency. The Worcester 
Fire Department, commanded by Chief 
Charles L. McCarthy, is maintained at 
a high standard. It has no place for 
spectators, nor time to waste on unin- 
structed assistance. It is a set of prac- 
tical smoke-eating firemen. Anyone 
who works with it must know at least 
the rudiments of the play. Himself one 
of the outstanding fire fighters of the 
east, Chief McCarthy recognized that a 
citizens’ auxiliary could be made of some 
use to the Fire Department, and through 
the department to the community. He 
saw to it that Box 4 received certain 
elements of training and in return has 
been accorded the co-operation of Box 
4 through a series of duties which, on 
reflection, might be described as arduous. 

When a second alarm comes tapping 
over the circuits, the Associates, sum- 
moned by a notification system, respond 
with boots, coats and helmets, and on 
arrival at the fire come immediately 
under the orders of the Fire Chief. They 
remain on duty as part of the fire-fight- 
ing force until dismissed. Each mem- 
ber reports at the location of the Fire 
Patrol Truck and until detailed for other 
duties, he goes to work with the patrol 
crew. He has also had instruction from 
Superintendent Lorton C. Walden, of the 
Protective Department. He knows, at 
least, how to open a cover and most im- 
portant, where not to put it. Details to 
other duties may come thick and fast 
and the member may soon be stretching 
water lines, carrying tools or messages, 
or making part of a crew to cover a 
vacant fire house. 

A short time ago, after careful study, 
the Associates bought a flood-lighting 
outfit, which is operated by the mem- 
bers at all multiple alarms or when 
specially called. The value of this equip- 
ment needs no description. On arrival 
at a fire it goes into action like any 
other piece of apparatus, as directed by 
the Chief. Because it is so useful dur- 
ing overhauling, it is often the last unit 
to be ordered home. 

The floodlights have been used out- 
side the fire service. One cold night, 


when an airplane made a forced landing 
on an ice-covered lake, the police asked 
for their help and although a “no-serv- 
ice” call finally went on record, the 
lights had responded and were ready if 
needed. Again, in a flood emergency, 
when hard-pressed city forces were over- 
taken by darkness, the lights were called 
for and for seven hours in a driving 
rain lit up a gravel pit which was fur- 
nishing badly-needed earth for a dike. 
Neither of these jobs made the morning 
papers. 

In a city of wooden dwellings, the 
Glorious Fourth can be an anxious cele- 
bration for the Fire Department. One 
of the problems is to cover still alarms 
and minor fires without stripping the de- 
partment to a point where a serious 
fire may lack an adequate response. 
Each Fourth-of-July period, the Asso- 
ciates procure and man auxiliary trucks 
which, under the command of a regular 
officer, are stationed at some ten fire 
houses. 

These trucks carry hose and tools and 
become a second section of the company 
to which they are attached. When a 
still rings in, this auxiliary truck re- 
sponds and deals with the fire. Usually 
it is a bonfire, or some minor occurrence 
and the chief result is added practice in 
the handling of 22-inch water lines. But 
not always. The record shows that the 
Box 4 trucks have handled house fires 
and cellar fires and every run they made 
and every minute they worked was just 
that much load lifted from the hard- 
worked regulars. The experience gained 
in this duty has paid real dividends in 
greater emergencies. 

Among the minor jobs may be num- 
bered the patrolling of fire-boxes to 
dampen the spirits of Hallowe’en cele- 
brators, who have an urge to pull the 
hook, and the furnishing of coffee and 
doughnuts by the commissary detail at 
multiple alarms. 

The Box 4 Associates comprise 50 
active members, who rate badges and 
are supposed to do the heavy work, plus 
50 associate members who are proba- 
tioners and also do heavy work. Meet- 
ings are held once a month and are 
like any other meeting of any other out- 
fit, but the real gatherings are the active 
duty calls. The extremely efficient Fire 
Department holds multiple alarms to a 
minimum, but even at one-alarm jobs 
there is often something to do. 

S. LANCASTER, 

Vice-President, Box 4 Associates, 

Worcester, Mass. 
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In Defense of Camden 
To the Editor: 


I note under the heading of “Some 
notable ‘Firsts’ in the Fire Service” 
appearing in your magazine of January, 
1938, that Brooklyn is credited with 
having the second oldest fully paid Fire 
Department in the Country. I wish to 
offer for your consideration the follow- 
ing data. 

Investigating in the morgue of the 
Courier-Post newspapers we find the 
following: “Camden paid Fire Depart- 
ment was established September 2, 
1869. First Fire Marshal (Chief), Wm. 
Abels. First Fire Houses: one at 5th 
and Plum (Arch) St., one at Broadway 
and Ferry Ave., Independence Fire 
Company. First equipment, two en- 
gines, two hose carts and one ladder 
truck. Hose cart and engine at Broad- 
way and Ferry Avenue. Hose cart, 
engine and ladder truck at 5th and Plum 
(Arch) Street. All were horse drawn. 

It appears from the records that Cam- 
den has Brooklyn beaten by fourteen 
days. September 2, 1869, was the day 
the paid department was put in service. 
The ordinance, as records show in the 
City Clerk’s office, was passed a month 
prior to the installation of the depart- 
ment. 

Plans will be made very soon to cele- 
brate the seventieth anniversary of our 
department. The fact that it is the sec- 
ond oldest will give the celebration 
added distinction. 

Hoping that you will give Camden 
the honor that is due her, I remain, 

Very truly yours, 
Rosert A. WONSETLER, 
Camden, N. J. 





Fire Education in the Schools 
To the Editor: 

I am writing from a little town of 
5,019 population in Michigan, of which 
we are proud. We have one of the best, 
if not the best equipped department for 
a town of that size in the state. We 
have two pumpers and one ladder truck, 
an old pumper in good shape and one 
1938 model American-LaFrance 750- 
gallon pumper. But what I want to 
describe is what we are doing to hold 
down the fire losses. 

We have a plan of our own which 
is working out very well. Every year 
we have all the schools come at different 








Quad Ladder Truck Delivered to Westborough, Mass. 
Chief W. C. Blois, Westborough, Mass., is proud of a new quad ladder truck delivered by the 
Maxim Motor Company, Middleboro, Mass. The truck is equipped with a 100-gallon booster tank, 
a 750-gallon Hale pump, 260 feet of ladders from the 12-foot roof ladder to the 55-foot extension 
ladder, 1,000 feet of 2%-inch hose, 300 feet of 1-inch hose, a Homelite generating plant, portable lights, 


and the usual tools and appliances. 


Harry Becxnap. 
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times to the fire station. The high 
school students are excluded. 

We start with the first grades and 
continue through the eighth grades. 
The teachers bring the children to the 
station and we show the pupils the ap- 
paratus and equipment, and explain their 
uses. Then we take them upstairs to 
the sleeping quarters and one man puts 
the children on the sliding pole and 
another is at the bottom to catch them 
if they come down too fast. 

Next, we have our little school on 
fire prevention matters in the back of 
the station, and what to do in case of 
fire. These tots do not forget. After 
one lesson, they know what to do. 

After the children are questioned, they 
are taken for a ride in the truck for a 
distance of about four city blocks, back 
to school. We tell them that if they 
don’t know their lesson, they will have 
to walk back to school. So far, no one 
has had to walk back. The children 
look forward to these annual visits. 

Parents confirm our belief in this 
method. They tell us that the children 
make them examine the chimneys in 
attics, and provide cans for the oil mops. 

When children reach high school, they 
think they know a great deal. Besides, 
after they have made the visit for eight 
years, there is not much loss by not 
continuing the same thing through the 
high school years. However, we con- 
tinue to give fire drills in the high 
school. 

We have a very good fire loss record. 
In 22 years we have had but one death 
through fire 

I am proud to tell you what a little 
department, consisting of four paid men 
and nine volunteers, can do if there are 
city officials who are _ broad-minded 
enough to help the firemen in their 
work. 

Yours truly, 
Harotp N. Voor, 
Chief, Fire Department, 
Marshall, Mich. 
* * * 


Boy Scouts for Department Aides 
To the Editor: 

I can remember years back, when the 
fire service was merely a job of excite- 
ment and fascination, and not much 
science or training was employed in fire 
protection. Today, the fire service has 
become a profession, and fire prevention, 
science and vocational training are es- 
sential to the preservation of life and 
our national resources. 

Fire prevention is first in order and 
is most important. It must be kept 
before the public constantly. National 
Fire Prevention Week is good as far 
as it goes, but is only for a period, and 
is then forgotten. 

The Fire Department of Dallas, Tex., 
is striving daily to educate the public on 
the importance of fire prevention, and 
to our long list of common (horse 
sense) ideas, we have added another 
feature. Several of our fire companies 
are sponsoring and training a Boy Scout 
troop at the fire stations. We conceived 
the idea that we would not only be 
helping to build character, but at the 
same time have 20 or 30 Boy Scouts in 
the neighborhood to help prevent fires. 

In the past two years, our vocational 
instructor has given the following les- 
sons to classes in the department: 


Standard First Aid Refrigerating sys- 
Advanced First Aid tems 


Health Mental attitude 
Safety Accident Du-Gas 

Prevention Air Conditioning 
Foam Generators systems 


Gas mask 

Dallas Key Rate 

Public Water Sys- 
tem 


Chemistry of fire 
Public Relations 


We do not claim to be original, just 
prodding along, trying to make Dallas 
safe and a better place in which to live. 
Has some one else an idea? 

Very truly yours, 
S. E. HANsEN, 
Chief of Fire Department, 
Dallas, Tex. 


Commissioner Reilly, Boston, 
Honored 


Fire Commissioner William Arthur 
Reilly, Boston, was elected Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Massachusetts Safety Coun- 
cil in charge of Fire Prevention Activi- 
ties for the year 1939. 

This is the first time that a Boston 
Fire Commissioner has been elected to 
this position and it is considered as a 
recognition of the work done in Fire 
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Prevention by the city of Boston during 
the year 1938. The United States 
Chamber of Commerce awarded Boston 
first prize, as the city which has shown 
the greatest improvement in fire preven- 
tion activities during 1938 and it like- 
wise awarded Boston first prize among 
the cities of Massachusetts for its ac- 
tivities during Fire Prevention Week in 
1938. 

Commissioner Reilly succeeds Alfred 
N. Miner, prominent Boston insurance 
man. 





Idea for Fire Chiefs 


Chief Leon Kirk of Ellensburg, Wash., 
has a new method for spreading the mes- 
sage of fire prevention. On the reverse 
side of his business card is printed the 
following: 

A Thought 


We soon forget the price we pay 
For fire’s dangerous way, 

Let’s heed the voice of carefulness 
And do his will all day. 

We'll stop the nation’s fire loss, 
We'll save the lives of all, 

Who harken and obey the rule 
Of the Firemen’s Safety Call. 
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KEMAIN IN SERVICE OURING LARGE FIRES 
70 AVON STRIPPING DISTRICT OF PROTECTION. 
THEY THEN COVER ON ANY FIAST ALARMS 
J THAT DISTRICT WITHOUT LOSS OF Time . 


SAID T0 BE ONE OF 
OLDEST HAND PUMPERS , 
IN U.S.A. 
SROVEHT FROM 
GERMANY TO 
SALEM,N.C. IM ITES. 
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I, WM. E. PATTERSON 
PITTSBURGH FIRE SECRETARY. 


' SINCE 19/0 SCRAPPY’ PATTERSON HAS 

A@?PT DATA IN PITTSBUREN PURE FIGHTING. 
HE PLANS TO WRITE A N/STORY OF HIS LOCAL 
DEPARTMENT. 


ANNAPOLIS, WARYLAND 
CLAIMS To HAVE BEST 
FIRE APPARATUS FOR 
ATOWN OF 13,000 IN 
THE V.S.A. 

THEIR NINE PIECES 
ARE VALUED AT ALMOST 
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Among the Fire Fans 
By Otis Smith 














"Teas column is for the fire fan 
whether you are the “lone wolf” type 
or a member of a box club, we want 
to hear from you. Tell us about your 
city or your group, and about how 
you aid your Fire Department. This 
will help other buffs in pursuing their 
hobby of keeping up with firemen. 


Perhaps the fastest growing group is 
the Boston Sparks. This association, 
though organized in 1938, already has 
185 members and an annual income of 
more than $1,500. Their splendid co- 
operation with the Boston Fire Depart- 
ment has won them official recognition 
through the General Orders of the de- 
partment. Through a private company, 
the sparks are notified the instant a box 
hits in or around Boston. They fre- 
quently are first to arrive at the box. 

On January 9, the Boston Sparks gave 
a testimonial dinner to members of the 
drill team of the Boston Fire Depart- 
ment. Chief Samuel Pope, Boston, and 
Chiefs from surrounding cities attended 
the dinner. The Sparks even have a 
press representative, something no box 
club ought to be without. The Sparks’ 
live-wire press agent is Vincent Bolger. 


An older Boston club, the Box 52, 
includes many newspaper men and 
others of note. Larry Donovan, editor 
of the “Among the Firemen” column 
in the Boston Globe, is a member of 
Box 52. Members of Box 52 have the 
privilege of riding Boston fire apparatus. 


Box 12 Associates of Detroit held 
their annual meeting at the Book-Cad- 
illac Hotel, January 20. Their Chief, 
Paxton Mendelssohn, is regarded by 
many as the world’s best known fire 
fan. He has assisted in organizing sev- 
eral other box clubs, among them Box 
7 of Dayton, and Box 13 of Cincinnati. 


Box 7 of Dayton marked the tenth 
anniversary of the club on January 10. 
Several Fire Department heads attended 
a dinner held to celebrate the occasion. 
Last August, several Box 7 members 
were largely responsible in getting a 
tax levy that brought five new fire 
houses and twelve new pieces of ap- 
paratus to Dayton. This is the sort of 
work that best brings the box clubs to 
the attention of the Chiefs. 


Pittsburgh has over 900 fire line cards 
in circulation. Luckily, most of them 
are held by out of town Chiefs as souve- 
nirs, for 900 fire line cards in one city 
would certainly complicate matters. I 
would like to hear from buffs concern- 
ing the fire line card systems of other 
cities. 


Chicago is one of the few large cities 
having no organized fire fan club. Buff 
Frank J. Huber remarks that efforts to 
start such a club have always ended in 
failure. 


This column is interested in receiving 
letters from fire fans, clubs or indi- 
viduals. 
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VALUE OF COVER-UP PLAN IN 
GIVING AID TO LARGE AREA 


System Provides a Community, Having Limited 
Equipment, the Benefits of a Multiple 
Fire Alarm Response at no Added Cost 


By Harry A. Klein, 


Chief of Fire Department, Hope Farm, N. Y. 


Win modern motorized high speed 
fire apparatus, and the continuous im- 
provement in road building, the distance 
between cities, towns, and villages has 
been shortened by many minutes. 

It is common practice in many large 
outlying territories for fire apparatus to 
respond to fires up to twenty or thirty 
miles from home. It is a fine spirit and 
a much appreciated help which no one 
questions. But the dangerous part of 
the situation is the fact that in many 
towns and villages only a single piece 
of apparatus is all that that town or 
village has to work with. When such 
long runs are made, it leaves the town 
unprotected. 

Let us assume a large group of farm 
buildings, one of them on fire. The one 
apparatus responds, making a run of 
ten or fifteen miles. 

If there is water available, within 
reach, the pumper is put to work and 
a stream used to hold exposures. Pic- 
ture further this department using a lay 
of a thousand feet of hose, the pumper 
down in some field drafting from a 
pond, the boys doing a good job. 


Fire Starts in Village, With Apparatus 
Absent 


A message comes through saying a 
fire has started in Morgan’s hardware 
and paint store, in the main business 
block of the town back home. 

Well, the Fire Department is fifteen 
miles from home, all their hose out, 
and fighting to keep things under 
control. 

What is the answer? Should the de- 
partment stop everything, pick up and 
start for home, leaving Smith’s build- 
ings to finally burn? He is a tax-payer, 
is within the fire district and is entitled 
to fire protection. Or should the de- 
partment stay, and the Chief start to 
worry what fire company he can call to 
handle the situation back home? 

In either case much valuable time is 
going to be lost, and also much valuable 
property. It takes time to drain and 
pick up a thousand feet of hose, es- 
pecially in freezing weather, and make 
the run back home. 

There are two things to help just such 
a situation: 

First, more apparatus. This is a slow, 
hard business. Town boards and tax- 
payers are not usually fire minded, until 
a bad fire wipes out a large section of 
their town. 

Second, establish a mutual aid and 
cover-up plan. 

This is not an easy job either, and 
requires much work and thought, plus 
a lot of co-operation. Such systems are 
being used in many rural communities 
with excellent results. 


How a Mutual Aid Plan Functions 


Talking from experience, the mutual 


aid plan used throughout Dutchess and 
part of Putnam Counties in New York 
State has been very successful. 

A Fire Chiefs Association was formed 
as a first move, some forty Fire Depart- 
ments being represented. Then the plan 
was worked out by a committee of the 
members. 

An idea of how this plan works is as 
follows: Poughkeepsie maintains opera- 
tors on duty at their fire alarm station 
twenty-four hours a day, so this station 
was selected as the nerve center of the 
plan. A private telephone line was in- 
stalled, with an unlisted number known 
to every Fire Department in the plan. 

At the station a set of running cards 
are kept with the names of each town or 
village Fire Department. At least four 
or five phone numbers are listed on each 
card, so when the operator at the alarm 
station wants a department, he can get 
in direct communication with the Chief 
or an officer of that department. 

The names of the various departments 
who are scheduled to respond to aid or 
cover for any given town, is also printed 
on these cards. 

If town A has a large fire and needs 
help, the Chief or officer in charge calls 
alarm headquarters and states his name 
and town or company asking for help. 
In other words he is turning in a second 
alarm. 


Systematic Aid,;and Cover Up Plan 


The operator immediately runs through 
the cards, picking out the card for town 
He sees town B listed as scheduled 
to go to the aid of town A on the first 
call. He so notifies them and they go. 
He then picks out B’s card and finds 
department C covers for B, when B 
needs help. So he notifies C to stand 
by to run into town B, if B has a fire. 
Should it so happen that B town has a 
fire and C has to go, town D.would 
move in to town C and town E would 
be notified to stand by. 

This whole schedule is so worked out 
that a second call for help is taken care 
of, yet every town has protection. Many 
of our towns have two or more pieces of 
apparatus, which enables us to make 
this schedule possible. 

We feel that with this plan, every 
town has protection, since a department 
on stand-by call can get to a neighbor- 
ing town and go to work much faster 
than it would be possible to pick up, 
drain and lay in the apparatus a long 
lay of hose to get back home. 

It also relieves the Chief of any worry 
while out of town at a fire, as it is his 
duty to call the alarm station to let 
them know he needs to be covered. 

There is no limit to the area of such 
a plan. It can take in one or several 
counties. Co-operation is the key note. 
Every member of the plan must be will- 
ing to give help when needed, if he ex- 
pects to receive help when he wants it. 











WHO'S WHO IN THE FIRE SERVICE 


A Roster of Progressive Fire Officers and Others Who 
Are Members of the Seven Affiliated District Organi- 
zations of the International Association of Fire Chiefs 








PACIFIC COAST DISTRICT 


(Pacific Coast Association of Fire Chiefs) 


ADDITIONAL ACTIVE MEMBERS 


(Chiefs unless otherwise specified) 


CALIFORNIA 
1. M. Nellis, Arcadia 
Louis C. Saylor, Armona 
Leo H. Dell, Avenal 


Harold P. Bawhay, Chief Ranger, Bakersfield, 
Cal 


a 
Kenneth C. Jones, Blythe 
A. G. Ellis, Brea 
Claude Hirschey, Burlingame 
John W. Eaton, Carmel Highlands 
F. I. Lombra, Colton 
H. F. Heitman, Crannell 
F. A. Byrnes, Elmira 
Karl E 
Frank Breeden, Jr., Eureka 
George DeSchiell, Fort Brage 
Cc. S. Collins, Georgetown 
Ralph Horne, Glen Ellen 
Thomas L. Reid, Maywood 
S. J. Wigren, Montebello 
W. Creed Branham, Monterey Park 
James Bird, National City 
Clay R. Dorrah, Rural Fire Chief, Oakdak 
William Leonesio, Palm Springs 
Joseph Pauchon, Placentia 
Cc. C. Williams, Ramona 
|. W. Bakerville, Red Bluff 
H. T. Klaukens, Redding 


Brooks, Ind. Chief, Richmond 


Petersen 


George F 


Howard Heringer, Chief, Rio Vista 
H. Mauris Miller, Samo 
Orrin D. McAbee. Chief Cottage Grove Fire Dis 
trict, San Jose 
Cc. E. Taylor, Saratoga 
Harvey J. Faber, Suisun 
E. B. Miller, Weavervill 
B. F. Pollard, Yreka 
MONTANA 


Thomas F. Finnegan, Helena 
Jack C. Van Hyning, Livingston 


NEVADA 


Frank E,. Williams, Battle Mountain 
Joseph A. King, Carlin 
L. W. Moody, Elko 


WASHINGTON 


William Fitzgerald, Seattle 


WYOMING 


F. B. Petersen, Afton 
W. H. Pauley, Basin 
Ed. P. Taylor, Cheyenne 
D. A. Davis, Evanston 
J. H. Patrick, Laramic 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
ARIZONA 


Shirley Balderson City Electrician, Phoenix 
L. B. Groves, Fire Marshal, Phoenix 
W. J. Wingar, Phoenix 

Harry Funk, Asst. Chief, Prescott 
H. F. Hudson, Asst. Chief, Safford 
Calvin A. Eaton, Yuma 

W. S. Ingalls, Captain, Yuma 
Charles C. Parks, Asst. Chief, Yum 
Isaac Polhannes, Sec. of F. D., Yum 
Ira Whiting, Yuma 

R. I. Winn, City Recorder, Yuma 


CALIFORNIA 
B. E. Nourse, Alameda 


Edward F. Patterson, Alameda 
W. G. Wells, Alhambra 


D. W. Claiborne, Captain, Altadena 
Harry Krohn, Asst. Chief, Arcata 


Ben F. Cooper, Asst. Chief, Bakersfield 
Elmo Freear, Asst. Chief, Bakersfield 
Max Gundlach, Bakersfield 
E. L. Howe, Asst. Chief, Bakersfield 
Ek. L. Matteson, Bakersfield 
E. E. Woods, Asst. Chief, Bakersfield 
|. Briscoe, Asst. Chief, Balboa 
Frank A, Berg, Berkeley 
L.. G. Buchenery, Asst. Chief, Berkeley 
las. W. Davis, Lieutenant, Berkeley 
Barton R. Edwards, Captain, Berkeley 
John S. Eichelberger, Asst. Chief, Berkeley 
Wayne Farnsworth, Berkeley 
Karl T. Koeppert, Berkeley 
L. S. Harris, Berkeley 
I. D. Keith, Berkeley 
Fritz W. Krueger, Berkeley 
George R. LaFayette, Berkeley 
Emmett Lampson, Engineer, Berkeley 
George E. LeStrange, Lieutenant, Berkeley 
1. H. LeStrange, Captain, Berkeley 
William Meinheit, Asst. Chief, Berkeley 
F Meybem, Berkeley 
William Murphy, Engineer, Berkeley 
Robert E. Noble, Lieutenant, Berkeley 
Charles Ortman, Lieutenant, Berkeley 
Burl E. Rose, Berkeley 
John J. Rose, Captain, Berkeley 
Grover C. Rosenstreter, Captain, Berkeley 
I. C. Rule, Asst. Chief, Berkeley 
George C. Sauer, Lieutenant, Berkeley 
W. E. Stryker, Berkeley 
Dan W. Wallace, Supt. Fire Alarm, Berkeley 
Thomas Wulferdinger, Captain, Berkeley 
Raymond Zurfluh, Chief’s Operator, Berkeley 
U. W. Knadle, Captain, Beverly Hills 
Emil L. Ostler, Lieutenant, Beverly Hills 
Edward Piatka, Hon. Asst. Chief, Beverly Hills 
Frank R. Yokaitis, Beverly Hills 
W. N. More, 2nd Asst. Chief, Blythe 
Arthur Mullin, Asst. Chief, Blythe 
George Rowe, Captain, Burbank 
William Ashew, Carmel 
Paul Faunchess, Asst. Chief, Carmel 
Paul Mercurio, Captain, Carmel 
Fred Mylar, Captain, Carmel 
Steve Patterson, Hon. Chief, Carmel 
Bernard Rowntree, Ex-Fire Comm., Carmel e 
Everett Smith, Fire Comm., Carmel 
V. A. Torras, Asst. Chief, Carmel 
Frank Madruga, Asst. Chief, Centerville 
Harles Danne, Asst. Chief, Coalinga 
William B. Klaus, Asst. Chief, Concord 
M. C. Archer, Corcoran 
C. R. Arnold, Corcoran 
George Ashby, Corcoran 
A. B. Chadwick, Corcoran 
George H. Cutter, Ex-Asst. Chief, Corcoran 
Harold Dyer, Lieutenant, Corcoran 
’. E. Gaen, Corcoran 
E. F. Hamilton, Corcoran 
John Maroot, Commissioner, Corcoran 
M. L. Monroe, Fire Marshal, Corcoran 
lL. P. Nordstrom, Corcoran 
E. L. Osborn, Engineer, Corcoran 
Frank Rosprim, Captain, Corcoran 
H. C. Rosprim, Captain, Corcoran 
R. P. Williams, Corcoran 
J. W. Woodruff, Corcoran 
W. Hurley, Asst. Chief, Crockett 
Herb. H. Shiels, Culver City 
L. E. Pryor, Asst. Chief, Delano 
James R. Kilkenny, Asst. Chief, Dixon 
Ernest C, Van Sant. 2nd Asst. Chief, Dixon 
L. D. Lesh, Asst. Chief, Dunsmuir 
Tohn Otto Rhein, East Santa Cruz 
C. C. Ferguson, Supt. Fire Alarm, El Centro 
Hugo Miller, Asst. Chief, El Centro 
N. S. Dodge, Emeryville 
A. J. Granberg, Emeryville 
S. A. Powell, Fire Commissioner, Fontana 
H. W. Alder, Fresno 
William C. Berkholtz, Asst. Chief, Fresno 
Ernest Cochrane, Fresno 
lL. FE. Colburn, Fresno 
J. M. Daugherty, Asst. Chief, Fresno 
George Dolan, Captain, Fresno 
W. B. Edwards, Fresno 
J. A. Enos, Platoon Chief, Fresno 
Robert R. Gordon, Fresno 
Edward Hamm, Platoon Chief, Fresno 
Richard M. Hicks, Captain, Fresno 
Bruce Ismay, Fresno 
Floyd Lobree, Fresno 
Lewis A. Moore, Fire Marshal, Fresno 
T. N. Rodriguez, Ex-1ist Asst. Chief, Fresno 
A. J. Seadler, Captain, Fresno 

(To be continued) 
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Orange, Va., Opens New House 


A new fire house was opened at 
Orange, Va. The building erected at a 
cost of $32,000 is three stories high and 
has eighteen rooms. The banquet hall 
and kitchen are in the basement. The 
volunteer fire company has a city serv- 
ice truck, pumper, and a rescue truck. E. 
H. Rouse is Chief. 





Fire Chief a Governor 


A member of the New England As- 
sociation of Fire Chiefs has been elected 
Governor of Rhode Island. William H. 
Vanderbilt, Chief of the Oakland Farm 
Fire Department, Newport, R. I., was 
elected as Governor on the Republican 
ticket. He joined the New England As- 
sociation on December 24, 1936. 

Harry BELKNAP. 





Baltimore Fire Commissioner 
Dead 


Alfred Elliott Sharp, President of the 
3altimore Fire Board, died January 10, 
following a six-month illness. He was 
sixty-three years old. 

Mr. Sharp was appointed to head the 
Fire Board in 1931. He always said he 
got his interest in the service from his 
father, who at one time outfitted the 
Fire Department at Sharon Springs, 
N. Y 


Mr. Sharp was born in the city of 
Srooklyn, N. Y., then separate from 
New York City. After attending the 
public grade and high schools there, he 
took a course in commercial law at 
Lincoln-Jefferson University. At one 
time he was Vice-President of the 
Ladish-Stoppenbach Company, malt- 
sters. 

He was a member of the House of 
Delegates from the Third District of 
Baltimore from 1924 to 1929. He was 
also a member of more than twenty 
fraternal organizations. 

He is survived by his mother, Mrs. 
B. P. Sharp, Cobbleskill, N. Y., his 
widow, and three children. 

Otis SMITH 


-—_—_—_—__—_ 





Corning Honors Chief 
McCarthy 


Corning, N. Y., and a large number 
of nearby communities attended the 
Elks testimonial to Chief John W. 
McCarthy that was held at the Masonic 
Temple to mark his 30th anniversary as 
head of the department. 

An official of the Elks presented the 
Chief with a watch. 

More striking, perhaps, was a scroll 
100 feet long that was presented to the 
Chief. It was signed with the names 
of over 3,000 school children and resi- 
dents. It read: 

“We, the undersigned, congratulate 
you upon your 30 years of faithful, ef- 
ficient service as our esteemed Fire 
Chief and we pledge you our coopera- 
tion and support in a continuous city- 
wide fire prevention campaign.” 

The scroll was presented by the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Chief McCarthy received a large num- 
ber of messages of congratulations. 

Said the toastmaster: 

“I know of no man in Corning who 
has been for over thirty years.” 
has been or is a more valuable citizen 
to the community than Chief McCarthy 
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There's One Born Every Minute 


Five families fled in terror when an 
explosion occurred in the flat of Paul 
Colis, New York City. Seems that 
Colis wanted to cut a 50-gallon barrel 
in two and decided to do it by means 
of a blow torch! Barrel wasn’t as 
empty as he thought it was, and gasses 


let go, creating a job for the Braves. 
Sad Case 
Pathetic case of month was that of 


Thomas McNamara, truck driver, who 
was bound for New York where two 
of his children were ill in a hospital and 
who burned to death in his truck, when 
the 10-ton vehicle turned over on the 
Boston Post Road, at Gilford (Conn.) 
and took fire after an explosion. So hot 
was blaze that it was an hour before his 
body was extricated, in spite of efforts 
of firemen with chemicals and water. 


Dinner Is “Laid Out'—Come And Get It! 


Leslie J. Hoertsch, F. D. No. 1, 
Kenosha (Wis.), tells us that the head- 
quarters station of the Kenosha F. D. 
uses a marble slab taken from an under- 
taker’s embalming table for the kitchen 
table top. Seems that mortuary parlors 
are located across the alley from the sta- 


tion and when the undertakers re- 
modeled and got new equipment the 
Braves salvaged the “slab,” scrubbed 


it up and now use it to “lay out” the 
lunch, etc. If it’s justa same to you 
Leslie, we'll eat a cocoanut! 


A Correction And An Apology 


The wayward press gets us into dif- 
ficulties betimes. F. J. Redmond, Fire 
Marshal Borough, Norristown (Pa.), 
corrects our account of the fire where 
all five of Norristown’s companies sub- 
dued a blaze “after damage of $35,000 
was done.” Truth is, sez, the Marshal, 
the “damage amounted to $4,548.75,” 
and he sezz further that “the entire loss 
in Norristown for 1938 was $10,960.66.” 
With apologies, we rush retraction and 
compliment a F. D. that gets its year’s 
loss figgers right down to the penny 
point! 


New England Contrib's 


Our New England newshawk sends 
these: Returning from a grass fire, 
Braves of No. 2 house of a certain F. D. 
found their venerable pumper had 
brought the fire back with ’em. The 
“antiquated kit” was burning under the 


hood. Quick work with chemicals saved 
the day. ... In Snow Hill (Md.), Vol. 
Braves Ed Wilson and El’ Cooper 


missed catching fire truck when alarm 


Yer 
WI 


— ° B. Woolley 


Hes, 


sounded. After much effort they started 
a 16-year old delivery truck, went well 
for a block, ran out of gas, then pushed 
jalopy another block—and quit. Re- 
turning Braves towed them and truck 
home, marked ’em “present” on com- 
pany records. .. . In Haverhill (Mass.) 
boys make autoists send in false alarms. 
They attach twine to box, stretch it 
across street, tie it to a tree. When 
auto hits twine, alarm sounds. Do yer 
duty, Judge! . .. In Lynn, they have 
a fire alarm box right in front of police 
headquarters. Daring false alarm ring- 
ers delight in pulling this particular box. 
; Fire Chief Ernest Neal, Waltham 
(Mass.), F. D., still remembers the hand 
chemical extinguisher that exploded 
when he tried to put out a small fire 
started by children. Not working quick- 
ly, he shook it, and the explosion oc- 
curred, the flying lead tearing open his 
leg. 





Hazards, Holocausts and Horrors 

A New Year’s Eve fire, which swept 
the Falls View Hotel, Rumford (Me.), 
caused death of five persons, including 
a mother and three children and resulted 
in narrow escape for a dozen others, 
three of whom were injured. 

* 


Following burns received in fighting 
a fire in a Christmas tree, Mrs. Paula 
Nissen, 68 died in Philadelphia (Pa.). 
Her grandson, nine months old, was 
rescued from a crib and revived in the 
hospital. For sentimental reasons Mrs. 
Nissen used old fashioned lighted can- 
dles on her tree. 


Joseph Gambina, 47, and daughter, 
Mary, 15 (New York City) were severe- 
ly burned when a short circuit ignited 
their Christmas tree and they tried to 
extinguish flames. 

* 


In Mineola (L. I., N. Y.) Mrs. Hed- 
wig Weier, 50 died from burns suffered 
when her bathrobe caught fire in her 
home. 

* 


Three adults and a child, all negroes, 
were burned to death when fire swept a 
three-story double house in Newark; 
cause, oil heater. 

* 


An 80-year old blind home relief re- 
cipient died when her clothing caught 
fire in her little home near Somerville 
Ci. 5.3. 

* 


In New York City a “firebug burglar” 
continued his operations. In last six 
months he has robbed and set fire to 
half a dozen apartments. In his latest 


65 


holiday effort, during the absence of 
tenants, he looted the fourth floor apart- 
ment of Mrs. Sara Lea, then set blazes 
in three rooms. Prompt action of F. D. 


held down loss. 
* 


Three persons, all of Detroit, perished 
when car they were riding in exploded 
and burst into flames after being struck 
by train near Windsor (Ont.). 

* 


In New York City, fire swept an un- 
occupied loft building in heart of lower 
East side giving tough job to braves 
of the Fourth Battalion. It necessitated 
a second alarm. 


Four matrons, clad in night clothes, 
jumped for their lives from second- 
story windows when fire destroyed the 
old Verry House at St. John’s Prepara- 
tory School, Danvers (Mass.). 

* 

Two farmhands are believed to have 
perished when fire destroyed John Er- 
skine’s house near Rummerfield (Pa.). 
Only skeletons left, made identification 
difficult. 

* 

The volunteer F. D. of Jenkintown 
(Pa.), often troubled by shortage of 
water, found the situation reversed at 
the old York Road Country Club. An 
automatic sprinkler system in club’s 
locker room let go, making short work 
of a fire, but it took the Vol’s half an 
hour, so ’tis said, to find out how to 
turn off the water! 


In New York City fire swept a tene- 
ment on Columbus Ave., killing one and 
necessitating quick saving of a score and 
more by agile firemen. Orchids to 
Trucks 22 and 25 for thrilling rescues. 

+ 

Fire on a Long Island duck farm near 
E. Patchogue (L. I.), destroyed more 
than 7,500 ducklings, took fire-fighters 
of four neighboring communities to con- 
trol blaze. 

* 

Charles Lockyer, former Suffern (N. 
Y.) fire chief was killed when two cars 
collided and ran him down near that 
town. 

+ 

At Old Forge (N. Y.), explosion of 
kerosene used in heating linotype metal 
at the plant of the “Adirondack Arrow” 
a newspaper, caused a fire which burned 
building, destroyed equipment. 





Note to contributors: If you do not 
read your news contribution in the next 
issue of Fire ENGINeERING don’t despair 
—if it’s suitable it will ultimately find 
its way into print. 

iditor, Watch Desk. 





WHAT DO YOU KNOW? 


The Editor of “The Watch 
Desk” welcomes contribu- 
tions from readers of FIRE 

| ENGINEERING that brief- 
ly give facts about interest- 
ing, odd things that have to 
do with fires, fire fighting, 
etc. Address “Editor, Watch 
Desk.” 









































This Steel Ladder 
has seven years of 
research and de- 
velopment in back 
of it! Its strength 
is not affected by 
temperatures as 
high as 600° F. 
Complete Hydrau- 
lic Operation — as 
easy as lifting your 
finger. 


Here is real accessibility! Modern a permits the 
equipment to be placed low on the chassis. Height 
from ground to top of equipment basket is only 5 ft. 
1% in.—from ground to top of ladders only 7 ft. 1% in. 
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R ond ENGINEER to create this 
EL SERVICE AERIAL 








en we designed and built it—but you told us what you wanted 
in a Service Aerial! For example, you asked for “ maneuverability.” 
So, by “cab-over-engine” design, we shortened the wheel-base to 
220 inches—and, as a result, this Aerial will negotiate easily two 
intersecting 18 ft. streets without backing or cutting corners. 


The overall length of Model B-65 (65 ft. aerial ladder) is only 35 ft. 
11% in.—of Model A-75 (75 ft. ladder) only 40 ft. 2 in.—of Model 
EF-85 (85 ft. ladder) only 43 ft. 4 in. That’s modern design! 


Performance? Sit behind the wheel . . . feel the reserve power in 
the 190 H.P. V-12 Engine. Watch the Aerial Ladder go into action. 
Then you will know that this Service Aerial is just as modern in 
performance as it is in design! 


Write now for information on this new modern 


truck —an exclusive American-LaFrance product. 


AMERICAN-[AFRANCE-FOAMITE ( ORPORATION 


ELMIRA, NEW YORK, U.S. A. 


—Mways n'Jeont 
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What's Burning 











Tue following list includes fires of 
$50,000 loss and over in the United 
States and Canada, for the month of 
January, 1939. These figures, com- 
piled from the telegraphic reports, are 
based on estimates made at the time, 
and are subject to later investigations 


and consequent revision. Taken as a 
whole, however, they are an approxi 
mately correct view of the losses in- 
curred. The figures represent loss in 
thousands of dollars 
Loss in 
Thousands 


Month Ending January 3! 


Thompson 


of Dollars 


Theatre and 


Tishomingo, Okla 


adj. property 


Montreal, Que Grain whse f E W 
Caron, destroyed 0 
Greenbush, Minn Consolidated school 
building destroyed 80 
Bloomsburg, Pa.-Property of the White ; 
Milling Co 50 
Amsterdam, N. Y.—Main stable and 
horses of the Hurricana Breeding Farm 170 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.—Partially secupied 
factory property along Hudson River 200 
Boonville, Ind Factory formerly occupied 


by Lippincott Co 50 


Vanndale, Ark.—Consolidated school bidg 

destroyed 50 
Halifax, N. S&S. Waterfront bldg. of Irving 

Oil Co., damaged 80 
Orion, Ill High school bldg. destroyed 65 
Bradford, Pa. Ellison furniture store and 

adj. property . 50 
Bemidji, Minn.-Bldg. occupied by J. ¢ 

Penny Co., adj. property 170 
Indiana. Pa.—-Hetrick bldg. destroyed 80 
Rantoul, Ill Property at U. S. Army Air 

Corps Training Base 800 


Hewlett Center, N. Y.-Apartment property 


at 8 Rockaway Rd 50 
Lincoln Park, N. J.—-Business and apart 

ment property 0 
Carlisle, Pa..Berg building damaged 12 
Anderson, §. C.--Several bldgs. in down 

town section 50 
Cincinnati, O.—Checker Stores, In cle 

stroyed 80 
Alton, Ill Administration bldg. of Shurt 


leff College destroyed 0 


Pittsburgh, Pa.-Annealing Dept. in mill 


unit of Jones & Laughlin Steel Corp 50 
Newport, Ky. St. John's Congregational 

Church destroyed oe 65 
Sherman, Texas Sherman Theatre de 

stroyed 50 
Bethlehem, Pa Flour mill of Fritch Mill 

ing Co., destroyed 60 
Lachine, Que.--Main bidg. of Crestol Re 

fineries, Ltd., destroyed 80 
Woodside, L. I.. N. Y Business property 

damaged 165 
Chicago, Ill.-Property of Royal Conti 

nental Box Co 4 50 
Brookneal, Va Six business buildings de 

stroyed . e° 75 
Marion, Ind Lyric Theatre destroyed 80 
Kalona, Ilowa—Property of Eclipse Lumber 

Co 50 


Mt. Savage, Md.--Two 


bldgs and five 


freight cars of Cumberland and Penna 
ie ‘ gO 
Harriman, Tenn.-—-Princess Theatre and 
adj. property damaged a0 
Rochester, Ind.—-Fairview Hotel and dance 
pavilion at Lake Manitou, destroyed 70 
Fall River, Mass Several business build 


ings 400 


Halifax, N. S. Courtney Block on Bruns 


wick St 50 
Chicago, Ill.—-Frame buildings of the 

Drovers Packing Co 50 
Louisville, Ky School and gymnasium ot 


St. Anthony's Catholic Church destroyed 225 

Middletown, N. J.—Grammar School on 
King’s Highway destroyed 70 

New Westminster, B. C.—Kiln of Keystone 
Lumber & Shingle Co., on Lulu Island 65 


Val D'Or, a Bldg. occupied by 
Canadian Bank of Commerce, adj. prop 
erty : . nee 50 
Ballinger, Tex.—-Theatre, grill and drug 
store etvegeoeces on - ‘ 50 
Shawbridge, ue.—Adm. bldg. of Shaw 
bridge Boys’ Farm.. ‘ 60 
Murfreesboro, Tenn.—-McFadden Grammar 
School destroyed .... 65 
Danbury, Conn Markoff shoe store and 
Kiley Hotel damaged 70 
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N. Y. FIREMEN BATTLE FLAMES 
IN CYANIDE-LADEN FREIGHTER 


Tons of Cyanide in Hold of British Freighter Docked in 
New York Provide Dangerous 17-Hour Fight for 300 Men 


Cyanive, as most firemen know, is 
a dangerous chemical. sut a minute 
amount is sufficient to fumigate the hold 
of a ship and then all openings must 
be carefully sealed. Cyanide in an 
amount of several tons in the hold of a 
burning freighter presented a problem to 
the Fire Department and the immediate 
neighborhood that for danger was al- 
most without parallel. 

The Silverash, a British freighter had 
tied up at a pier in Brooklyn. Shortly 
after midnight on January 23, fire broke 
out from a leak in a fuel oil connection 
in the engine room and the blaze spread 
into the cargo holds, which, beside the 
cyanide in air tight cans, held 270,000 
pounds of rubber, automobiles and auto- 
mobile machinery. The thick, pungent 


traction of gold from ore, fumigating, 
electro-plating and industrial uses. The 
boat will be out of commission for from 
three to six months. It had been sched- 
uled to sail on a four months’ trip around 
the world. 

This was considered the worst water- 
front blaze in five years. 


San Francisco Protects the Fair 


More than 100 seasoned San Fran- 
cisco fire fighters will be stationed in 
three fire houses on Treasure Island, 
when the Exposition opens February 18. 

Chief Charles J. Brennan said two of 
the fire houses will be for truck com- 
panies and land mobile equipment. The 





British Freighter "Silverash" Settling at the Stern, Before Submergence to the Superstructure 


smoke from the burning rubber added 
to the difficulties of the men. 

In all, four alarms were sounded, call- 
ing out twenty-nine pieces of fire appa- 
ratus, including three fireboats. All the 
equipment and the three hundred fire- 
men were in charge of Commissioner 
John J. McElligott, who responded. 
Water was pumped into the vessel from 
thirty hose lines and four holes were 
cut in the sides of the ship with acety- 
lene torches to reach the seat of the fire. 

Before the firemen were through, they 
had to sink the 5,300-ton vessel until 
only the deck and the superstructure 
were above water. 

At 3 a.m., just as the fire seemed to 
be under control, there was an ex- 
plosion. Immediately the firemen were 
ordered to put on gas masks as a safety 
measure. The men worked in relays. 

The cyanide was destined for the 
Phillippine Islands to be used in the ex- 


third will house the 12-member crew for 
the fireboat tender, which will be as- 
signed to the island. 

The island Fire Department has been 
officially designated as the Treasure 
Island Battalion of the San Francisco 
Fire Department. 

All members assigned will have had 
three years or more experience in the 
downtown parts of the city, Chief Bren- 
nan said. New men will be appointed 
to take their places on the mainland for 
the duration of the fair. 

Treasure Island will be fully equipped 
to take care of two alarm fires. The 
first alarm will call out one half of the 
fire fighters and equipment. The second 
alarm will bring out the other half. 
Should a third alarm sound, more ap- 
paratus and fighters can be rushed from 
the mainland over the San Francisco- 
Oakland Bay Bridge in nine minutes. 

In addition to an automatic alarm sys- 
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tem in every Exposition building and 
enclosed space, there will be 400 manual 
fire alarm boxes throughout the build- 
ings, 55 of which are street boxes. The 
fair will be served by 630 ADT circuits 
and five alarm transmitters. 

The system operates without human 


aid upon the outbreak of fire, and taps 
out its coded signals at various points, 
as well as in the ADT Central Station 
at 150 Post Street, San Francisco. 

The Palace of Fine Arts with its 
$25,000,000 worth of exhibits will have 
three different fire protective services. 





25 SQUARE MILES SWEPT 
BY LOS ANGELES BRUSH FIRE 


Report Made by Chief R. J. Scott Gives Details of Fighting 
Fire in Santa Monica Mountains, and Lessons Learned 





Chief Ralph J. Scott 


PainsTAKING investigations, always 
reveal that all large conflagrations 
and fires have but a simple beginning. 
For example, the fire which burned for 
more than a week in the Santa Monica 
Mountains, near Los Angeles, Cal., and 
which denuded an area of 11,720 acres 
or 18.3 square miles near the city, start- 
ed from hot ashes at the Trippet Ranch. 

This ranch is located in a valley trib- 
utary to Taganga Canyon. The ranch 
house is located within the city lines of 
Los Angeles. Fire was caused by the 
thoughtless act of a caretaker on the 
ranch, who threw out a pile of supposed- 
ly dead ashes near the edge of some 
brush. 


Conditions Ideal for Spread of 
Brush Fire 


In that section of the country there 
are certain times when conditions are 
ideal for the spreading of a brush fire. 
The conditions required are air of low 
humidity and some wind. Both existed 
at the time, and the fire started in the 
brush by the live coals spread rapidly. 
The caretaker tried to extinguish the 
fire, but failed. When the department 
was called, the fire had gained consid- 
erable headway. The first alarm was 
received at 12:49 p.m., November 23, 


and it was not from the caretaker, but 
from a member of the Fire Alarm 
Bureau, who had been sent to a lookout 
station to repair a telephone line. He 
saw the fire soon after it had started and 
notified the signal office. 

It soon became evident that this 
would be a costly fire, that money would 
be needed to hire tractors, buy food for 
the men, pay for additional help, and 
other expenses. The Council immedi- 
ately voted $15,000, but the total addi- 
tional outlay was under $7,000. 

Fine homes located along the ocean 
front were saved, chiefly through the 
efforts of the department and the fact 
that plenty of water was available. 

One of the city’s first aid ambulances 
was taken out of regular city service 
and was stationed at a central fire sta- 
tion. Other ambulances and doctors 
were assigned. Many cases of con- 
junctivitis were reported, some requir- 
ing hospitalization. Special nurses were 
assigned at the Receiving Hospital to 
aid the medical staff. Records among 
the department members showed 90 
cases of poison ivy, 42 cases of general 
injury, five cases of painful burns, 37 
respiratory cases. 

While the fire had burned over 18.3 
square miles within the city limits, it 
swept 6.7 square miles in county terri- 
tory, so that a total of 25.0 square miles 
were swept by fire. About half of this 
land was burned over during the first 
16 hours of the fire. The official dura- 
tion of the fire was 268 hours. 

According to Chief R. J. Scott, Los 
Angeles, a number of lessons were 
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learned. Because of the rapid move- 
ment of men, it was difficult to supply 
food. Men had to exist on sandwiches 
and coffee for some time. He recom- 
mends the purchase of several small 
light and easily transportable kitchens. 
Such kitchens could be manned by men 
not physically fit for more strenuous 
work. 

Large trucks are needed for the trans- 
portation of large groups of men. 

Chief Scott also recommended the ex- 
tension of the water supply system to 
this district and the development of fire 
breaks. 

His report is concluded with the fol- 
lowing statement: 

“To the worthy members of the Los 
Angeles Fire Department, whose splen- 
did services at this fire are a standing 
tribute to the traditions of the fraternity, 
my sincere thanks.” 





Fire Protection Service 


The City Council of Minneapolis, 
Minn., has passed an ordinance allow- 
ing the city to make contracts with other 
nearby communities for furnishing them 
fire protection services. 


Question Right to Car Markers 


Volunteer firemen who drive their 
cars into the city of Baltimore, Md., 
are being questioned about their right 
to carry fire signs on their license plates. 
Any driver carrying a fire sign without 
being a bona fide fireman is being ar- 
rested. This is part of a drive by the 
police to make drivers remove markers 
of all types from their cars, unless au- 
thorized to carry same. 





Ottis SMITH. 





Department Ambulance for Port 
Washington 


Three of the incorporated fire com- 
panies in Port Washington, N. Y., 
donated a completely equipped ambu- 
lance to the Fire Department, which is 
ready to serve all residents of Port 
Washington and Sands Point. 

The ambulance is operated by a vol- 
unteer crew trained in first aid by the 
American Red Cross. The ambulance 
has a Buick chassis. It carries an E. & J. 
resuscitator and inhalator, splints, nine 
tanks of oxygen, etc., and can carry 
three injured persons. 





Port Washington Department Ambulance 
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THE PROBLEM OF FALSE ALARMS 


Waar could you expect in a town 


that was dull—no decent fights, no 
brawls—nothing but the same old 
movies to go to, the same fellows to 
meet on the corner, and the same 
thing night after night. 

Now in a large city, where there 
was something doing every minute, 
why that was different. But in a 
small place, why a fellow could go 
crazy. Nothing to do, but work, eat 
and sleep. 

But Steve and Harry worked up 
a great plan to inject a little excite- 
ment, for which they felt sure that 
the town would in some measure be 
appreciative. Since most every one 
stopped to see fire engines go by, or 
rushed into town whenever there was 
a large fire, it was reasonable to ex- 
pect that if a fire alarm box was 
pulled, the old town would wake up. 
Every one would liven up. 

So Steve and Harry went out on 
a box pulling spree. 

Unfortunately, the members of the 
city department and the city officials 
and some of the right-thinking people 
did not like the method of injecting 
life into the old town. The firemen 
were strongest in their denunciation, 
for it was their lives that were placed 
at stake. 

Pulling fire alarm boxes for excite- 
ment has been done so often, that 
now the fire fighters are seeking some 
legal protection, some action that will 
discourage a first offender from doing 
it a second time. 

The problem of false alarms is dis- 
cussed in this issue. So many Chiefs 
contributed that it was impossible to 
print all the comments in one issue. 
This is the concluding installment. 
Other sections have appeared in the 
December and January issues. 

In the box on the following page is 
the problem that will be presented 
in the next issue. 


Discussion of the Question 


William J. Lutz, Chief, Wilmington, 
Del.: I believe the turning in of a 
malicious false alarm should be held 


a felony. In Wilmington the penalty 
is $150 fine and three months in the 
workhouse for striking a false alarm. 
I believe the penalty should be in- 
creased. This would certainly have 
some effect on the person who ma- 
liciously sends in a false alarm. The 
City Ordinance provides a reward of 
$100 for information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of such persons. 

This change in the law, I believe, 
would reduce the number of false 
alarms. The penalty should be such 
as to make people think twice before 
turning in an alarm. There should 
also be a reward of worthwhile pro- 
portion awaiting citizens who report 
the culprits. I believe this combina- 
tion would accomplish the desired 
results. 

I do not believe such punishment 
would have a tendency to stop a per- 
son from turning in an alarm for a 
small fire. 


Fred C. Kennedy, Chief, Indianapolis, 
Ind.: I am of the opinion that such an 
action as the turning in of a malicious 
false alarm should be held a felony, 
because in a number of casés acci- 
dents have happened, causing the 
death of someone, either a pedestrian 
or a fireman. 

The most effective way of reducing 
false alarms would be to pass a law 
which punishes the offender, instead 
of reprimanding him in the courts. 


Walter F. Israel, Chief, Detroit, Mich.: 
I do not believe it wise to make the 
turning in of a malicious false alarm 
a felony, for the reason that it reduces 








HERE IS THE PROBLEM 


Do you believe the turning in 
of a malicious false alarm should 
be held a felony? Why? 

In your opinion, would this 
change in the law reduce the 
amount of false alarms? 

Do you feel that to make the 
crime a felony might tend to stop 
a person who discovers a small fire 
from turning in an alarm for fear 
of possible arrest? 

What, in your opinion, is the 
most effective method, or meth- 
ods, today, of reducing false 
alarms? 








very materially the possibility of ob- 
taining a conviction. As soon as the 
courts or juries learn that it is a 
felonious offense they will be re- 
luctant to convict on account of the 
greater penalty. 

Not only in Detroit, but in most 
cities, the pulling of a false alarm is 
classed as a misdemeanor, which car- 
ries a maximum penalty of $100 fine or 
ninety days. However, there is an- 
other step up to a felony which is 
known as a “high misdemeanor” in 
Michigan, which carries a penalty of 
one year. 

Our experience with our Arson 
Statute, which carries a mandatory 
life sentence upon the burning of a 
dwelling house of another, made it 
almost impossible to obtain convic- 
tions, due to the severe sentence. If 
we were to make the turning in of a 
false fire alarm a felony, which in the 
State of Michigan, unless otherwise 
specified, means at least four years, I 
feel that we would have considerable 
difficulty in increasing the number of 
convictions. 

The most effective method of re- 
ducing false fire alarms, in my opin- 
ion, is to obtain the complete co- 
operation of the Police Department 
and the Courts in dealing out good 
stiff sentences to those apprehended. 
Educating the public as to the life 
hazard to citizens and firemen, in 
drawing apparatus out of their quar- 
ters to,respond to false alarms, as 
well as the added expense to the de- 
partment, might also prove effective. 


Ed. F. Reed, Chief, Middletown, Ohio: 
In my opinion the turning in of a 
malicious false alarm should be held 
a felony. It is the meanest thing 
one can do and jeopardizes the lives of 
citizens, in addition to firemen. 

If such a law were enforced, I be- 
lieve definite results could be shown. 
This should in no way prevent a per- 
son from turning in an alarm for a 
small fire, if his intention was good. 

I believe the strict enforcement of 
the law, with severe penalties for 
violators, would reduce the number of 
false alarms. Audible or visible signals 
at each street box often prove of some 
use in reducing the number of such 
alarms. 

We have a special arrangement 
with the local telephone company in 
relation to fire alarms. When a fire 
company’s number is called, the ques- 
tion “Do you wish to report a fire?” 
is asked by the operator. If an af- 


firmative answer is given, a record is 
made of the number of the person 
calling and the conversation is super- 
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vised throughout. We have splendid 
cooperation from the operators in this 
arrangement, which helps to prevent 
mistakes in telephoned calls and great- 
ly reduces the number of false alarms 
from that source. We have never 
but once had a second call over the 
same phone, or by the same party, 
since this method was put into effect 
and it has been used for about two 
years. 

C. J. Henry, Chief, Lexington, Ky.: | 
believe holding the turning in of a 
malicious false alarm as a felony is 
too drastic. A number of such alarms 
are turned in by young boys. In many 
cases it is their first offense of any 
nature. If you make a felon of them 
and confine them with other hardened 
criminals, you often have, upon their 
release, confirmed criminals. 

We had two cases of boys turning 
in false alarms a few years ago. One 
case involved three school boys, the 
other, one boy. These boys were 
caught and taken into the juvenile 
court. The judge of this court pro- 
bated these boys to the court and re- 
quired them to report monthly for a 
period of one year. These boys were 
reformed and it has had a wholesome 
effect in general, as far as this city is 
concerned, upon other boys commit- 
ting the same offense. 

I do not believe this change in the 
law would materially reduce the num- 
ber of false alarms. To some extent 
it might tend to prevent a person from 
turning in an alarm for a small fire. 
The person might wait until the fire 
had gained such headway as to cause 
unnecessary damage, or hazard to ad- 
jacent property, as well as to the place 
of origin. 

T am heartily in favor of an educa- 
tion program, which would educate 
the public in general to the bad effects 
and monetary losses due to false 
alarms. The largest and most fruitful 
field is the education of the children 
in the schools. 


William J. Mohr, Chief, Santa Monica, 
Cal.: I am not in favor of making the 
crime of turning in a malicious false 
alarm a felony, but I believe the 
offender should be locked up for six 
months. If an accident occurs while 
the apparatus is responding, he 
should be indicted for the accident, 
in the event someone is killed or in- 
jured. There should be a reward for 
conviction. 

The question of how to reduce false 

alarms is a great one. I only wish 
I had the solution. So would every 
other Fire Chief in the country! 
A. C. DuRee, Chief, Long Beach, Cal.: 
I do not believe the turning in of a 
malicious false alarm should be classed 
as a felony, provided there are no 
deaths or injuries resulting therefrom. 
If so, I believe manslaughter or at- 
tempted manslaughter charges should 
be preferred. Changing the offense 
from a misdemeanor to a felony, in 
my opinion, would not reduce the num- 
ber of false alarms. I firmly believe 
education of the younger generation 
will be the only solution to reducing 
the number of such alarms. When 
the boy or girl of today realizes that 
the Fire Department is a public utility 
to be respected and not a spectacular 
parade unit, then they will realize that 
false alarms are criminal. 

In conclusion, the courts can be of 








HERE IS THE PROBLEM 
FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 


Upon the adoption of the City 
Manager form of government by 
your city were conditions in the 
Fire Department changed in any 
of the following respects, and to 
what extent: 

(a) Were 
closed ? 

(b) Were wages changed, and 
in what respect? 


any fire’ stations 


(c) Were any men dropped? 


How many? 
(d) Were working hours 
changed, and in what way? 








great service, when a defendant is 
hailed before them on malicious false 
alarm charges, in that they prosecute 
him to the full extent of the law, no 
probation or suspended sentences to 
be countenanced. This, in my opin- 
ion, is where considerable fault lies 
today. 


Frank Northcutt, Chief, Covington, Ky.: 
I do believe that the turning in of a 
malicious false alarm should be a 
felony charge, because manslaughter 
is often involved. I also feel that the 
change in the law would be of con- 
siderable help in reducing the number 
of such alarms. 

I do not believe this would hinder 
anyone from turning in an alarm, 
where there really is a fire, regardless 
of its size. 

An effective method of reducing the 
numbers of false alarms, in my opin- 
ion, is to constantly keep before the 
public the seriousness of this act. 


Edward Gieselman, Chief, Syracuse, 
N. Y.: It is my opinion that enact- 
ment of a law making it a felony to 
send in a false alarm of fire malicious- 
ly, would serve no good purpose. If 
that were the law, the possibility of 
obtaining convictions would be ma- 
terially reduced. At the present time, 
with the offense classed as a mis- 
demeanor, considerable difficulty is ex- 
perienced in obtaining convictions, 
and in view of this situation, I dread 
to think what the conditions would be 
if this offense were made a felony. 
In addition, it might possibly have a 
tendency to stop people from sending 
in an alarm when discovering a small 
or seemingly inconsequential fire. 

The most effective weapon in com- 
batting the false alarm evil, I believe, 
is strict prosecution of all offenders. 


John H. Monroe, Chief, Savannah, Ga.: 
There is no question in my mind that 
turning in a false alarm should be held 
a felony, but our investigations have 
proven that the majority of false 
alarms are turned in by juveniles, who 
are in turn handled by the children’s 
court. We doubt seriously that such 
a change in the law would materially 
reduce the false alarms. Capital 
punishment does not seem to reduce 
the committing of murder. I am 
afraid it would tend to make big fires 
out of little ones, as there would be a 
tendency to hesitate in the turning in 
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of an alarm until the fire had gained 
considerable headway. 

We have eliminated practically all 
false alarms over the telephone, as 
our operator is required to secure the 
telephone number of the party send- 
ing in the alarm and they are told to 
stand by the telephone until the call 
is checked. This only takes about ten 
seconds and saves us quite a number 
of useless runs. As to the boxes, 
there is nothing we can suggest at the 
present time to cut down on these 
calls. 


Edward A. McHugh, Chief, Louisville, 


Ky.: I think such a crime should be 
classed as a felony, for the reason 
that an act of this kind certainly 
jeopardizes life and property and has 
resulted in death and destruction of 
property on numerous occasions. 
The mere change in the law would 
make little or no difference, unless 
apprehension and _ conviction with 
plenty of publicity is energetically 
carried out. 

I do not believe it would prevent 
people from turning in an alarm for 
a small fire, as under the excited 
stress of fire conditions, practically 
little or no attention would be given 
by the person involved, as to fear of 
arrest. 

Even though we removed all pub- 
lic fire boxes and relied only on the 
telephone, the evil would not be en- 
tirely cured. Locally we have never 
carried on an intensive campaign 
against the box puller. However, we 
have a standing reward of $50 for in- 
formation leading to the arrest and 
conviction of any person turning in a 
malicious false alarm. Police cars 
respond to all fires, and we have 
caught a number of offenders. We 
have also paid quite a number of re- 
wards, and the number of malicious 
false alarms seem to run about the 
same year after year. 


Robert Collatt, Chief, Burlington, Ia.: 


I do not believe the turning in of a 
malicious false alarm should be held 
a felony. We have a very strong 
City Ordinance with a penalty of $50 
fine, and it does not seem to reduce 
false alarms. 

I am of the opinion that making the 
act a felony would tend to prevent 
some people from turning in an alarm 
for a small fire. We have had people 
send in a box alarm for a chimney or 
grass fire, and then were afraid to 
tell us that they had pulled the alarm. 

We have made a thorough study 
and have found no effective method. 
The least publicity you give to false 
alarms, the fewer false alarms are 
sent in. We have tried warnings 
through newspapers, and have found 
that it only puts children in a frame 
of mind to send such alarms. 


. Q. Dowling, Chief, Jacksonville, 
Fla.: I believe the turning in of a 
malicious false alarm should be held 
a felony. When a man knows he will 
be prosecuted before a jury, he will 
be more careful about turning in an 
alarm. In my opinion, this change 
in the law would not prevent a per- 
son from turning in an alarm for a 
small fire. He would know that to 
turn in an alarm for even a brush fire 
would not be cause for his prosecu- 
tion, no matter how small. 

I am in favor of having the Fire 
Marshal thoroughly investigate all 
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alarms and prosecute them to the 
fullest extent of the law We have 
reduced our false alarms 50.5 per cent 
by vigorous prosecution in the Mu- 
nicipal Court 


Frank Shaller, Chief, Port Huron, Mich.: 


If the turning in of a malicious false 
alarm were held a felony, it would 
tend to stop the practice because of 
the serious penalty 

Such alarms might be reduced by 
doing away with probation of offend- 
ers and by imposing a large fine o1 
prison term. 


John F. Healy, Chief, Denver, Col.: It 


H 


is our opinion that it would be a mis 
take to make turning in a malicious 
false alarm a felony Che severity of 
the penalty attached to a_ felony 
would make it virtually impossible to 
obtain a conviction for the offense 

I do not believe it would reduce the 
false alarms materially, because most 
of the false alarms are turned in by 
irresponsible persons or those ignorant 
of the law. The irresponsible class 
would not be intimidated by a more 
severe penalty and the ignorant would 
not know the law any better than 
they do now. 

Making the turning in of a malicious 
false alarm a felony would certainly 
have a tendency to make people 
hesitate in turning in an alarm of fire 
They would probably wait until there 
was no chance of their being mistaken 
and then the fire would be well under 
way. 

Our False Alarm Ordinance pro 
vides for $25 or 20 days imprisonment, 
or both, for the first offense, and a 
fine of $100, or 30 days’ imprison- 
ment, or both, for a second or subse- 
quent offense. If such a fine or jail 
sentence were given every offender 
and the incident given plenty of pub- 
licity, it would reduce the number of 
false alarms more than increasing the 
penalty or making the offense a felony 

Our false alarms have decreased 25 
per cent during the last three years 


. C. Crumb, Chief, Bay City, Mich.: 


I believe that the turning in of a 
malicious false alarm should be made 
a felony, because in nine out of ten 
cases, where firemen are hurt re- 
sponding to alarms, the alarms are 
false. I do not think that making it a 
felony to turn in false alarms would 
tend to scare anyone who might want 
to turn in an alarm for a small fire 
away from a box. 

| believe that a posted standing re- 
ward of say $25 would do more to 
stop false alarms than anything else. 


Olander Lind, Chief, Kansas City, Kan.: 


\fter careful study of this question, 
it becomes rather “catchy,” with the 
insertion of the two words “ma- 
licious” and “felony.” To maliciously 
do some act means that the offender 
was motivated by ill-will or hatred, 
and if used in connection with false 
alarm, which of course, means that 
there was no fire, I can hardly see 
any other intent than to do bodily or 
physical injury to the Fire Depart- 
ment. If the department suffers such 
injury in the false alarm response, the 
offender has accomplished his pur- 
pose. A felony being punishable by 
penitentiary sentence, or even death, 
causes me to believe that it would 
take considerable deliberation on the 
part of the average jury to sentence 
an offender to death for turning in a 
false alarm, unless it could be proven 
that he intended bodily harm to the 
department when he turned in the 
alarm. Inasmuch as it is becoming 
almost impossible to tell what the 
average jury is going to do, I am in 
favor of making the offense a felony. 
In that way you have established a 
severe penalty for it and the jury can- 
not lessen the effect of the sentence. 
However, if there were no criminal 
intent on the part of the offender, I 
also believe that the jury will con- 
sider such facts and render their ver- 
dict accordingly, with, of course, a 
lesser penalty. 
I believe a change in this law would 
help to reduce false alarms. We are 
constrained from 
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flames. 
building will be restored. 
historic paintings, curtains and equipment 


Historic College Building at Charlotte, Damaged 


Firemen and University of North Carolina students, Charlotte, N. C.. 
cut holes in the roof for fire hose in an attempt to save the oldest and 
most historic theatre building in North Carolina. 
Carolina Playmakers Theatre, which has graced the University campus 
, for nearly a century, was all but destroyed by 
The walls, however, were left in fairly good shape, and the 
The flames gutting the interior destroyed 
The Carolina Playmakers 


Chapel Hill, N. C 


Theatre was the first state-supported theatre in 


The 89-year-old 


A 
D 


certain offenses, be- 
cause of the penalties 
prescribed by law for 
them. In our city if 
you run an ordinary 
stop sign, you are fined 
$1.50. If you run a 
school stop sign, you 
are fined $5, the result 
being that we have 
ten ordinary stop sign 
violations to one school 
stop sign. 

I believe that the 
person who turns in 
an alarm because he 
sincerely believes that 
there is need _ for 
the Fire Department, 
would not be affected 
by such a law. I am 
quite positive the Fire 
Chiefs of today will 
use wide discretionary 
authority in preferring 
such a charge against 
a person whom they 
were convinced was 
acting in good faith. I 
would rather think the 
Chief would commend, 
instead of condemn, 
such a person, even 
though he found his 
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department was not needed when he 
arrived at the location of the alarm. 

In our fire prevention programs 
throughout our school system, we al- 
ways tell the children of the dangers 
from false alarms. As a result, we 
have had very little trouble with the 
problem here. 


M. P. Leonard, Chief, Erie, Pa.: I do 


not believe a person who sends in a 
false alarm either by box or telephone 
should be charged by law with more 
than misdemeanor. I doubt if a con- 
viction could be secured, if the law 
were changed to make it a felony, as 
the act would make a criminal of the 
offender, if he were convicted and 
sentenced. 

Investigation has proven that chil- 
dren of six years, at the suggestion of 
older boys and irresponsible men, have 
contributed to the sending of false 
alarms. 

In my opinion, this change in the 
law would not reduce such alarms. 
The more publicity given would only 
serve as a reminder to others when 
passing a box to pull it, and wait at 
some safe distance for the arrival of 
the firemen. 

Any person discovering a fire, no 
matter how small, should have no fear 
of arrest or be censured for turning 
in an alarm, as it may be the means 
of stopping a larger fire. 


E. C. Daunter, Chief, Jackson, Mich.: 


I do not believe the turning in of a 
malicious false alarm should be held 
as a felony. People might be afraid 
to turn in an alarm for a small fire, 
which might prove serious and cause 
loss’ of life and property. 

In our city we solicit the coopera- 
tion of every citizen, young and old, 
and point out the seriousness of turn- 
ing in false alarms and have been 
very successful. 


G. R. McAlpine, Chief, Oklahoma City, 


Okla.: I believe the turning in of a 
false alarm should be held a felony, 
especially if the person is of sufficient 
age to know better. Such a penalty 
would stop certain persons between 
the ages of 15 and 21 who turn in 
false alarms for the fun of it. I do 
not believe this penalty would make 
any difference in a person’s sending 
an alarm, even if the fire is a small 
one, 

In my opinion, false fire alarms can 
be reduced by more education and by 
closer cooperation between the Fire 
Department and the school children. 


Frank Cochrane, Chief, Phoenix, Ariz.: 


A malicious false alarm should be held 
a felony, because of the seriousness 
of the offense in endangering the lives 
of the firemen and the public. I be- 
lieve such a law would reduce the 
number of false alarms. 

I do not feel that making the crime 
a felony would tend to stop a person 
— turning in an alarm for a small 
ire. 

The two most effective methods for 
reducing false alarms are by pub- 
licizing the apprehension of any one 
caught pulling a false alarm, together 
with the penalty enforced, and by 
means of education through the 
schools and in the newspapers of the 
hazards and dangers involved in 
pulling false alarms. 


A. Brown, Chief, Birmingham, Ala.: I 
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am of the opinion that the turning 
in of a malicious false alarm should 
be classed as a felony, because of the 
possibility of injury to members of 
the Fire Department and damage to 
apparatus. Such a law would reduce 
the number of false alarms if enforced. 

The penalty for an act of this na- 
ture should be jail or juvenile sen- 
tence, according to the age of the 
offender. As a general rule, municipal 
judges do not realize the possible 
seriousness of this offense and are 
entirely too light in penalties. <A 
circular letter to city judges might 
help some. 

George N. Fletcher, Chief, Rochester, 
N. Y.: In my opinion the act of turn- 
ing in a malicious false alarm should 
be punished as a felony, as drastic 
measures will have to be taken eventu- 
ally to discourage this fast growing 
and dangerous practice. As a general 
rule, I do not believe this change in 
the law will prevent many from turn- 
ing in an alarm for a small fire for 
fear of being caught. 

In order to help reduce the number 
of false alarms a uniform law should 
be enacted and enforced impartially. 

E. J. Ryan, Chief, Aurora, Ill.: The law 
should be changed to make the turn- 
ing in of a false alarm a felony, be- 
cause of the seriousness of the offense 
and the danger to the lives of firemen, 
as well as the public. 

I am in favor of strict enforcement 
of a law making it a felony. 

Frank Bennett, Chief, Durham, N. C.: 
I believe the turning in of a false 
alarm should be held a felony, if the 
person is over 16 years of age. There 
is always the possibility of loss of 
life, for the false alarm usually comes 
in the most congested times, when 
people are celebrating. 

An alert Police and Fire Depart- 
ment will help to reduce the number 
of such alarms. Durham has a stand- 
ing reward of $50 for information 
leading to a conviction. 

Alex W. Dotson, Chief, Elkhart, Ind.: 


I do not believe turning in a false 


alarm should be punishable as a 
felony, unless loss of life or great 
property loss is involved. I am in 


favor of a mandatory jail sentence on 
conviction thereof, to reduce the num- 
ber of such alarms. 

. Nygren, Chief, Joliet, Ill.: The prac- 
tice of turning in a false alarm is held 
a felony in Illinois and if upheld 
would reduce the number of alarms. 

The most effective method of re- 
ducing false alarms is prosecution of 
the offender when apprehended. 

C. L. Ingram, Chief, Montgomery, Ala.: 
I believe the act of turning in a false 
alarm should be punished as a felony. 
We have a case where one was jailed 
and then let out on probation. As a 
result, the box has not been pulled 
since. 

Education in my opinion, is the most 
effective method of reducing false fire 
alarms. 

John J. Gilday, Chief, Hoboken, N. J.: 
In my opinion, a person who turns 
in a false alarm should be punished 
as a felon. Too many times men are 
hurt and apparatus damaged as a re- 
sult of false alarms. 

In my opinion such an act should 
be punished by a large fine and ninety 
days in jail. 

John E. Feiock, Chief, New Albany, 
Ind.: I believe that if the act of turn- 


— 


ing in a false alarm is punished as a 
felony, it will tend to decrease the 
number of false alarms. Conviction 
of such an offender, in my opinion, 
is one of the best methods of reducing 
false alarms. 

Leo J. Urbanski, Chief, Saint Joseph, 
Mo.: I do not believe the act of turn- 
ing in a false alarm should be punished 
as a felony. A small jail sentence 
would have more effect. 

As children turn in most of the 
false alarms, I am of the opinion that 
our efforts should be spent in edu- 
cating them of the evils of false 
alarms 

Charles L. Slade, Chief, Des Moines, 
Ia.: I believe the penalty of a felony 
is too serious a one for the act of 
turning in a malicious false alarm. 

I believe in continuing to educate 
the public as to the effect of such 
an act. 

W. E. Holland, Chief, Raleigh, N. C.: 
Turning in a malicious false alarm, in 
my opinion, should be punished as a 
felony, because of the damage done 
to equipment and to property in gen- 
eral, not to mention the danger to 
life 

The most effective method of reduc- 
ing false alarms is by inflicting a 
heavy punishment or penalty on the 
offender. 

T. J. Hardwick, Chief, Kansas City, 
Mo.: I am decidedly in favor of mak- 
ing the act of turning in a false alarm 
a felony. We are waging a strong 
campaign against this evil and have 
succeeded in getting convictions in 
a number of cases. 

Only recently a woman was fined 
$500 for pulling a false alarm and was 
sent to the municipal farm to serve 
out the fine at the rate of $1 a day. 
The run to the false alarm cost the 
city from $100 to $125 and necessitated 
the moving of equipment from various 
fire stations in the city closer to the 
downtown district. Such a call en- 
dangers the lives of pedestrians, mo- 
torists and firemen. Property is left 
exposed while the companies are be- 
ing moved about. Last July one of 
our firemen was injured fatally, while 
a run was being made in response to 
a false alarm. 
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Baltimore Adds Six Pumpers 


Six new pumpers were placed in serv- 
ice by Baltimore, Md., This makes a 
total of nine new pieces of apparatus 
purchased in 1938. Orders for the new 
pumpers were divided among American- 
LaFrance, Seagrave, and Mack. 

All have 750-gallon centrifugal pumps 
and are designed for residential fire 
fighting. They carry 200 gallons of 
water, 1,200 feet of -2%4-inch hose, and 
will travel at about 90 m.p.h. 

The six displaced engines will be 
junked or assigned to the second-line 
reserve, according to their fitness as 
determined by the department. Chief 
Howard Travers explained his reasons 
for assigning the new apparatus to out- 
lying companies, instead of placing them 
in heavy duty districts. He stated that 
the long and frequent runs that these 
companies have, demand sPeedy and 
powerful apparatus. Old apparatus can- 
not give satisfactory service on runs of 
this nature. Ortts SMITH 





Mutual Cooperation of Value 


Fire Department officers in Windham 
and Tolland Counties in Connecticut 
have enjoyed the benefits of mutual co- 
operation brought about through the 
Windham and Tolland County Fire- 
men’s Association, that was formed in 
the spring of 1937. 

A meeting was called by Chief Rich- 
ard E. Wright, North Windham, and 
when the association was finally started, 
eighteen departments in the counties 
joined the new group. At present 
twenty-eight of the twenty-nine depart- 
ments in the county have enrolled. The 
association has a membership of over 
1,400 men, with no dues or assessments. 
The money to carry on is obtained by 
charging ten cents extra for suppers 
that follow each meeting. 

Should some department desire help 
in fighting a fire, the Chief of that de- 
partment or his officers can call for as- 
sistance. To promote efficiency an an- 
nual field day is held. The first was held 
in May of last year and over 1,000 fire- 
men were present. Another field day 
will be held this spring. 








Part of the Membership of Englewood, Col. 


Englewood, a suburb of Denver, Col., has a very active department of volunteers. 


most of the time at the fire station. 
their employees are on the day list. 
the night list. 


Membership is divided into two groups. B: 
Those who work in Denver, but reside in Englewood are on 
Every member is subject to call on holidays. 


Six men live 
Business men and 


The men meet twice a month to 


discuss matters of importance and to profit by mistakes made at previous fires. Drills are held almost 


every Sunday. 


Sixteen members have formed a Fire Department band, so that truly these men 


“double in brass.” 
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| Bids Wanted, For Sale and Help Wanted, $5 
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For Sale 
Hook and Ladder Truck 
Hook and Ladder Truck for Sale. 4 cyl. Ameri 
can-LaFrance City Service—fully equipped. Very 


low priced for quick buyer. For information write 


or apply to: Robert L. Lang, 214 Rockaway Ave 
Valley Stream, L N 

Pumper 

For Sale 


350 Gal 
Fire Company, Spring 


One American-LaFrance Pumper with 


chemical Liberty 


City, Pa 


Apply: 








Manufacturers Announcements 











Fire Hose 


An illustrated folder has been issued 
by the Quaker City Rubber Company, 
Wissinoming, Philadelphia, Pa., to de- 


scribe their various brands of fire hose 


Mack Appoints Elwood 


Harley D. Elwood has joined the Chi- 
cago office of Mack Trucks, Inc., to 
take charge of fire apparatus sales for 
the Central Division. Mr. Elwood, who 
has been in the fire apparatus business 


for many years, is well known in mid 
western fire circles. 
Shushan Airport Fire 
An illustrated folder has been issued 
by Rockwood Sprinkler Company, 
Worcester, Mass., to describe a fire in 


the Shushan Airport, New Orleans, and 
to show how sprinklers succeeded in 
holding the fire losses down to a low 
figure. Within five minutes, the entire 
fire was extinguished with a loss of but 
$1,700 


Sump Pump 


Hale Pump Company, Drexel Build- 
ing, Philadelphia, Pa., has issued an il- 
lustrated folder to describe the Hale 
model FLH sump pump. The portable 
unit has handles, so that it may be car- 
ried by two men. The centrifugal pump 
is driven by a 4-cycle air cooled motor. 
The pump has a capacity of 200 gpm 
The unit can be supplied with steel or 
pneumatic tired wheels. 


Fire Blanket 


\ folder has been issued by Mine 
Safety Appliances Company, Braddock, 
Thomas and Meade Streets, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., to describe and illustrate the M.S.A. 
fire blanket. The blanket is folded ver- 
tically in a case which is placed in an 
upright position. \ loop extends out 


of the case. In operation, the fire victim 
thrusts his hand through the loop and 
pulls out, thus wrapping himself in the 
fire blanket. 


Fireproofed Wood for World's Fair 


\ large amount of fireproofed wood 
is being used in the construction of 
buildings at the Worlds Fair, New York 
City. The building code of the fair re- 
quires the use of non-combustible ma- 
terials in all buildings over 75 feet high, 
or in place of that, the installation of 
sprinklers. Acting on the advice of the 
local Fire Department, the use of this 
wood was made mandatory on all in- 
terior scaffolding. 


Report of Abilene, Tex. 


Progressive activities of Abilene, Tex., 
Fire Department were outlined and de- 
scribed by Chief J. Ray Roe, in his an- 
nual report to the Board of City Com- 
missioners. 

Evening classes lasting one hour were 
held at each of the various engine 
houses and were in charge of the com- 
pany officer. Special classes were also 
held for an hour at headquarters, in 
charge of the Assistant Chief or Senior 
Captain. All in the department received 
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being followed for the training of the 
men. 

Some time ago the company directed 
that specifications be drawn for a 
truck, not too heavy, and not costing 
over $4,500. A truck was developed that 
has also met with the approval of small 
communities that could not afford an 
expensive apparatus. Three trucks simi- 
lar to the Enka one have been pur- 
chased. 

The truck has a three-piece 35-foot 
ladder. When the ladder is folded and 
placed on the truck, it does not stick 
out too far in the rear. A sheet iron 
basket is placed above the hose, and in 


this basket are carried salvage equip- 
ment, such as covers, mops, brooms, 
shovels, fire rakes, etc. The truck also 


carries four ten-foot lengths of suction 
hose. 

The apparatus was built by American- 
LaFrance on a Ford 1%-ton chassis 
and has a 500-gallon pump. It also has 
a 24-foot two-piece ladder and a 14-foot 
roof ladder. The truck carries 1,000 feet 
of hose, 150 feet of booster hose and a 
100-gallon booster tank. On the truck 
are two Indian pumps, two CO, extin- 
guishers, a gas mask, fog nozzle, and 
other appliances. 

As extra equipment, the department 
has a foamite generator and one thou- 
sand pounds of foam powder. It also 


has a McCaa 2-hour gas mask, a posi- 
tive pressure gas mask with 125 feet of 
hose and an MSA inhalator. 

Practically all the firemen live within 


Apparatus for Industrial Department at Enka, N. C. 


First 
their 


\dvanced 
result of 
Training. 


Aid Certificates as the 
American Red Cross 


Industrial Protection 


The plant of the American Enka Cor- 
poration, at Enka, N. C., makes rayon 
and is located eight miles west of Ashe- 
ville. For that reason it was necessarv 
to establish a plant fire department. 
which now consists of twenty men made 
up of a hose company, and a ladder and 
salvage company. The men are trained 
regularly and participate in two drills 
weekly. 

The captains of the two companies 
and the writer are graduates of the 
North Carolina Fire College and Drill 
School, and the methods used there are 


a mile radius of the plant. To keep down 
possible crowds from fires a bell has 
been placed in the home of each fireman, 
and the bells controlled from the tele- 
phone operator’s desk. When an alarm 
is turned in, a bell rings in the home of 
every fireman and in every department 
in the plant. Code signals indicate the 
location of the fire. 

Because of the various chemicals at 
the plant, and the factory construction, 
there is quite a fire problem. The de- 
partment not only provides protection 
for the plant, but also for the village. 
Calls are answered for fires within a 
five-mile radius. As some of the nearby 
towns do not have the same thread, the 
truck carries two universal adapters. 

E. M. SALLey, 
Assistant Chief, 
Enka, N 
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Triple Combination with Hale 500-gal. Centrifugal Pump, built by Autocar to meet the specifications of 
Good Will Fire Company of Hyde Park, Pennsylvania. 


Ask Any Experienced Fire Official 
Whether He Prefers Custom-Built Equipment 


Every experienced fire official, whether paid or volunteer, knows the fire 
hazards of his-own locality, the bad spots of which ordinary citizens are un- 
aware. He realizes that he must have equipment capable of meeting both the 
normal and the emergency demands of his own region. 


That is why many of them prefer Autocar Fire Apparatus—because they can 
order it to be custom-built to meet individual requirements of either large 
and congested cities or smaller, more open towns. 


Autocar Apparatus is custom-built in all sizes, up to 750-gal. Triples and 
Quads. It is streamlined and deluxe in its design and appointments. Its high 
quality and stamina are based on many years of practical experience. It wins 


prizes for good appearance and efficiency as easily as it passes all the Under- 
writers’ Tests. 


Autocar always invites the closest comparison of specifications with all other 
makes, and that includes prices as well. 


Write to us today for photographs of Autocar Apparatus now in active ser- 
vice. We will send all details with photographs, including the names and ad- 
dresses of the fire companies of whom you may inquire direct, if you wish. 


AUTOCAR FIRE APPARATUS 


The Autocar Company, Ardmore, Pa. 
Established 1897 
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for promotional examinations. 


throughout the country. 





PROMOTIONAL STUDY COURSE 


Herein is presented a series of definitions, questions and answers 
designed to aid fire department officers in preparing themselves 
In this department, which appears 
monthly, will be included questions typical of examinations held 

















Definitions 


Piassaba (or Pissava): A strong veg- 
etable fibre imported from Brazil, 
used largely in making brooms. 

Pickling: The term is used in connec- 
tion with plating works, where the 
metal is cleaned by dipping in nitric 
and sulphuric acid. 

Pilot Light: A small light burning con- 
stantly to ignite a larger light as oc- 
casion demands, as applied to a gas 
furnace. Also small lights on electric 
circuits which keep burning when the 
current is on, as applied to electric 
irons. 

Pitch Kettle: Usually a direct-fire heated 
brick furnace. Used in breweries to 
heat pitch for the lining of kegs. 

Pittsburgh Construction: A type of slow 
burning construction in which the 
floors are formed by planks laid on 
edge and spiked together 


Questions 
(To Be Answered in Next Issue) 


1. State fully the things to which you 
would give especial attention if you 
were making an official inspection 
of: 

(a) A four-story factory building 

(Jute yarns, rugs and carpets) 

(b) A department store. 

(a) If you were in charge of a line 

of hose and received orders to take 

up and back down and out from the 
upper part of the building, how 
would you proceed? 

(b) Which is the quickest and most 

practical way of taking a line of 

hose up a fire escape? 

3. What special tools are used for the 
following: (a) Opening steel shut- 
ters; locked doors; piercing brick 
walls, cellar fires. 


N 


False and True Questions 
(Is Each Question False or True? Answers 
in Next Issue) 


4. T F—A company commander 
should be familiar with the internal 
arrangement of the school buildings 
in his district. 

5. T F—Most adults know enough 
about hand fire extinguishers to use 
them effectively in putting out small 
hres. 

6. T F—In order to avoid the appear- 
ance of partiality, a company com- 
mander must refrain from com- 
mending any of his men to his 
superiors. 

7. T F—Ammonia is a fire hazard. 

8. T F—The approximate area of a 
circle can be found by multiplying 
the diameter by itself and taking 
three-fourths of the product 

9. T F—Destruction of property by 
fire is less in European cities than 
in American cities, largely because 


of greater efficiency in European 
methods of extinguishing fires. 

10. T F—AIl of the following chemicals 
are found as liquids; acetic acid, 
potassium and phosphorus. 

11. T F—Floor ventilation should not 
be used at a fire where any of the 
following chemicals are present; 
acetone, amyl acetate, chlorine. 

12. T F—Where any of the following 
chemicals are present, it is prefer- 
able to “smother” the fire if pos- 
sible; acetone, ether, methyl! alcohol. 

13. T F—Heavy stream appliances are 
not essential to efficient operation 
against fires in lumber yards. 

14. T F—Ventilation is.desirable in the 
case of a building filled with smoke 
and apparently on fire, but with no 
sign of flame. 

15. T F—Sand and oil are more effi- 
cient than water in extinguishing 
fires involving metallic dust. 

16. T F—Engine pressure is always 
exactly equal to nozzle pressure 
plus friction loss in hose. 


Completion Statements 


17. The maximum length of time that 
wet cotton hose should be left on a 
wagon after a fire is ........ 

18. Where hose is hung vertically at 
a fire it is best to support.it every 
we feet. 

19. Fire extinguishers placed in indus- 
trial establishments should be re- 
charged at least ........ a year. 

20. Beds in fire stations may be occu- 
pied by fire fighters after 7 a.m. 
only because of ........ on caete 


Answers to Questions in Previous 
Lesson 


1. Assuming Hart cellar pipe is to be 
put in operation through floor, first op- 
eration is to cut hole in floor. Hole 
should be cut approximately ten inches 
square. Stretch 2%-inch line of hose 
from engine, or hydrant, and connect to 
cellar pipe. Put cellar pipe through hole 
and have cross bar, after being set in 
proper position on cellar pipe, rest on 
flooring. Set nozzle, through operation 
of lever, at slight angle, and then start 
water. Manipulate the handle con- 
trolling the nozzle so as to keep streams 
sweeping around; also keep raising and 
lowering the streams in conjunction 
with this movement. Incidentally, if the 
nozzle is kept pointing upward at too 
high an angle, even if the stream is kept 
moving around, the stream will reach 
fire within only a comparatively small 
area near the hole. Furthermore, ex- 
posed floor beams may pocket the 
stream and prevent proper deflection. 
If it is necessary to move the pipe from 
one hole to another, stream can be shut 
off by use of shut-off gate which is 
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placed in the horizontal piece of the 
Hart cellar pipe. 

2. A strictly modern warehouse, in 
which combustible materials may be 
stored, should have the following fire 
protection equipment: automatic sprink- 
lers, standpipe system for operation by 
Fire Department, and first aid fire fight- 
ing appliances, such as soda and acid 
extinguishers. 

In addition to the foregoing, all par- 
titions sub-dividing large areas should 
be of fireproof material, and all doors 
of fire resistive construction. Windows 
should be of wired glass and where 
there is a severe exposure hazard ad- 
joining, iron shutters should be included. 

(It will be appreciated that the fire 
laws in different cities require different 
fire protection facilities. The above, 
however, are considered from a practical 
standpoint suitable for any locality.) 

3. (a) In holding a life net the men 
should space themselves at equal dis- 
tances around the net and grasp the 
rim with palms up and on a line with 
their chins. With the left foot forward, 
the body is braced back to receive the 
shock. The men holding the net should 
watch the person jumping and be ready 
to shift the net so as to bring it under 
the jumper. If rope net is being used, 
it must be kept taut; with the rigid 
type, the net remains stretched at proper 
tension while opened. 

(b) If a net is not properly held, and 
if the men holding it do not keep their 
eyes on the jumper, there is a possi- 
bility of them being struck by the per- 
son jumping. Furthermore, if they are 
not vroperly spaced around the net, 
there is a possibility of the net being 
torn from the hands of some of the men 
under the stress of impact of the person 
jumping. 

4. True; 5. False; 6. False; 7. False; 
8. True; 9. False; 10. True: (this is pro- 
vision of a local ordinance and does not 
apply throughout the country); 11. 
True: (local ordinance only; not uni- 
form in application throughout the 
country); 12. False; 13. True; 14. False; 
15. False; 16. True; (local ordinance 
only); 17. False; (Note: They were 
when this question was originally asked. 
They are not so when equipped with 
thermostat cut off.); 18. True; 19. True; 
20. False! 

, Se 

22. .... to one side. 

23. ..removing debris after fire. 

24. ..building is opened. 





Litchfield ''Plan" Views Forest 
Film 

Motion pictures showing the work of 
the Connecticut State Forest Fire Ser- 
ice in combatting woodland fires were 
shown the members of the Litchfield 
County Fire Chiefs’ Emergency Plan 
at the monthly meeting held in New 
Milford, Conn., on January 9. The film 
was in charge of E. M. C. Eddy, Forest 
Service Department. 

Seven new members were voted into 
the Litchfield Plan, making the total 
membership 118 for the first year of its 
organization. 

The next regular meeting will be held 
in Falls Village on February 13 and the 
March get-together will be at Washing- 
ton on March 13. 

THomAS F. MAGNER. 
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JUST JAB 












Amazing results are had quickly with the New 
Spearhead Nozzle in extinguishing hard-to-get-at- 
fires. JUST JAB IT IN—makes its own holes in 
roofs, floors, and walls. Weighs only 18 lbs. and 
its overall length is 5 ft. It's a one-man fire tool 
with a water discharge that will cover a 50-ft. 
circle. Beautifully finished in durable chromium 
plating. Every piece of apparatus 
should carry one or more Spearhead 










Nozzles. 


Specially designed 
Elkhart Construc- 
tion shut-off has 
same inside di- 
ameter as pipe. 
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ELKHART BRASS MANUFACTURING CO. 


Manufacturers of Quality Fire Department 
ELKHART Brass Goods Since 1902 INDIANA 














This Complete Outfit 


ly 21.4 


-.. @ rare offer of absolutely new 
and fresh garments at an unheard-of 
price. All-season outfit affording 


argatest comfort 4 C'T NOW 
MIDWESTERN 


Firemen’s Bunker Pants 
and Coat 


Combination Suit No. 101 





For Midship Mounting—Specify 


BARTON-AMERICAN 


Duplex Multistage Centrifugal 
FIRE APPARATUS PUMP 


This pump has no equal for HIGH 
PRESSURES and LARGE CAPACI- 
TIES at SLOW MOTOR SPEED. 





For Front Mounting—Specify 
Any size pants . .. coat up to 


35-in. length. Both equipped with 
removable wool linings and the 
famous Midwestern Safety Snaps. 


These snaps cannot catch on any- 





< ~ SI im linings, 86% 
Geared Centrifugal Pump mare meat “inings edged with id 
i i 3 t 
These pumps stand alone in their cae Be pow b., with ons 
class where LIGHT WEIGHT, fasteners; flexible, elastic inner 
CONVENIENCE IN OPERATION ah ae ae 
-~ tautaee are orneey —e 2 —, yor 
esir a » equipped with cloth crotch pads 

1 idi ¢ 0s d 
ER N M RS other exclusive Midwestern fer 
o Rm 
AMERICAN-MARSH PuMPs [NC. | | tr, lnske nr eer 
Battle Creek, Michigan All Garments Union Made 

World's Largest Pump Manufacturers Making Fire Apparatus Pumps A.F.L. 

Pumps and Pumps Only Since 1873 Midwestern Mfg. Co. 








Mackinaw, Illinois 
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A FTER all, a good 
badge is a sensible in- 
vestment. Not every- 
one can wear a 
fireman’s emblem of 
service. You men who 
have devoted your 
lives to saving life and 
property should be 
proud of your badge. 


You will be if you 
wear a BRAXMAR 
BADGE. Over fifty- 
five years of expe- 
rience goes into every 
badge you buy. 


Catalog ow request. 


C. G. BRAXMAR CO., 242 West 55th Street, New York 


RAXMAR 
ADGE 


Standard for Over Fifty- Eight Years 





















KEEP YOUR COPIE 
of FIRE ENGINEERIN 
inthishandy BINDE 


DD um 


VERY issue, as you 

know, is packed 

full of -interesting 
and authoritative data, 
ideas, news, etc., that 
you like to keep handy 
for ready reference. 
Why not keep them all 
together in a binder? 
You'll find this special 
one a great conven- 
ience. The cost is only 
$1.75 and many of our 
subscribers are already 
using them. What 
about you? 


Address 
Book Department 





CASE-SHEPPERD-MANN PUB. CORP. 


24 W. 40th St. New York, N. Y. 
Name.. 

Position 

Re ce ye. | Pee eae ce 
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SALVAGE COVERS 


Reduce: WATER DAMAGE & INSURANCE RATES} 





Procresstve Fire Chiefs everywhere recogni the ity of 
improved salvage work if they are to better their records. 
Shuredry Salvage Covers have been used to illustrate salvage talks 
by leading Fire Chiefs at many conventions. They have been recom- 
mended by these practical men in service for dependability, efficiency 
and real economy to the department. Easy to handle and to spread, 
they will not crack when folded or stored. They do not sweat and 
are chemically treated against mildew. 


Write for samples and prices. 


Fulton Bag & Cotton Mills 


ATLANTA ST LOUIS DALLAS 
MINNEAPOLIS NEW YORK NEW ORLEANS KANSA 


KAN 























FREE TO 
FIRE CHIEFS 


Fire chiefs who are seeking increased 
appropriations for aiers fire alarm boxes 
or fire fighting equipment may help their 
cause by furnishing the Mayor of their 


city a copy of 
“INFLATION ano FIRE CHIEFS” 


by Rocer W. BaBson as it appeared in 
FirE ENGINEERING for February, 1937. 
Copies will be sent free to any chief who 


writes: 


BABSON:S STATISTICAL ORGANIZATION, Inc. 
By ROGER W. BABSON, President 
Babson Park, Mass. 
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. = NOTE—Readers are invited to send in questions, —— 
r SS which will be answered in the order received. Names —— 
a are omitted from questions unless otherwise specified = 
Steamer Capacities > pe similar conditions with practically If the water pressure fluctuated, 
on ea the same results. ‘ould the weight fluctuate according- 
To the Editor: The following is the condition under would j 8 g 


Can you tell me what became of the 
company that manufactured the old 
Amoskeag steam fire engines? I am 
looking for some information on the 
capacity of the engines used at the 
time of the Chicago Fire of 1871. I 
note that engines were then classed 
first, second and third class. Do you 
know the pumping capacity of these 
classes at the time under considera- 
tion. 


H. A. M. 


Answer: Amoskeag steam fire engines 
were built by the Manchester Loco- 
motive Works, Manchester, N. H. This 


company has been out of business for 
many years. 

The Amoskeag first class engine had 
a discharge capacity of 900 gallons per 
minute; the second class engine had a 
discharge capacity of 600 gallons per 
minute. 

No third class engines are listed in 
any of the early handbooks on fire 
engines so that the rating of the third 
class engine is not known. 

These figures apply to the engines 
used at the time of the Chicago Fire, 


1871. 


Friction Heat Ignites Hose 
To the Editor: 

We have had quite a number of 
debates on whether the friction of 
water in fire hose will burn the rub- 
ber lining. 

It is claimed that a small stream 
of water leaking through a_ hose 
clamp will burn the rubber lining. 
lor that reason we have been taught 
to place the hose clamp about eigh- 
teen inches behind the coupling, so 
that if the lining is burnt, only a small 
piece at the end of the length need 
be cut off. M. R. B. 

Answer: Although we know of no in- 
stance when hose lining was ignited by 
water, John S. Caldwell some years ago 
reported two cases of fire hose charring 
when water was flowing through it. 

The first occurrence hapened during 
the operation of a motor pumping en- 
gine in the Boston Fire Department, 
resulting in the burning of a hole in the 
cotton jacket of the hose about the size 
of a half dollar at a point near the 
coupling, where attached to the pump. 
Shortly following this, he had the op- 
portunity of duplicating this condition, 
and subsequently conducted two tests 


which the burning occurred. A single 
line of 2%-inch double jacket cotton 
rubber-lined hose, to which was attached 
a deluge set, with a 13-inch outlet, was 
connected to a 750-gallon automobile 
pumping engine, equipped with a rotary 
pump. The pump was operated so as 
to maintain 250 pounds water pressure 
on the discharge gage by throttling the 
gate on the pump, so that an opening of 
only % to %-inch was obtained, and 
discharging only a comparatively small 
amount of water, from 250 gallons to 
300 gallons per minute, at a very low 
pressure at the nozzle. The throttling 
of the discharge gate produced a stream 
of very high velocity, the direction of 
which was at an angle with the dis- 
charge outlet, due to the valve opening 
being at the side. This high velocity 
jet, so to speak, impinging against the 
side of the hose near the coupling where 
connected to the pump discharge outlet, 
caused a slight deflection or distortion 
of the hose at the point of impact, and 
resulted in excessive vibration or flutter- 
ing of the hose, together with slight 
indentation or kink on the under side, 
due to an insufficient volume being dis- 
charged to properly stiffen the hose line. 
After. a period of two to three minutes, 
the hose commenced to get perceptibly 
warm on the under side near the 
coupling. In about two minutes more 
the cotton jacket became so warm that 
the hand could not be retained against 
it. The next indication was the distinct 
odor of hot rubber, followed by smoking 
and gradually by a discoloration of the 
outer jacket as the cotton fibres were 
carbonized; the fibres then commenced 
to fray and part, and as the outer jacket 
let go, it was observed that the inner 
jacket was carbonized in the same man- 
ner, followed quickly by the bursting 
of the hose at this point, due to the 
lack of support for the rubber lining. 
The total time consumed in bringing 
about this condition was approximately 
fifteen minutes. 

From the above information it is quite 
evident that fire can be caused in the 
hose jacket as a result of flow of water 
within the hose. 


Buoyancy of Metal 
To the Editor: 

A standpipe three inches in diame- 
ter and 20 feet high has a consistent 
water pressure of 50 pounds. If a 
50-pound weight, having sufficient 
vent to allow the water to go by, 
is placed in the pipe, would this 
weight stop at a certain position on 
the way down the pipe where the 
weight would balance the pressure of 
the water? 


ly, but come to a dead stop at a posi- 
tion where it would balance the pres- 
sure ? 

If the pipe should suddenly be 
moved, would not the weight remain 
in its position in relation to the water 
pressure ? pre @ 

Answer: The weight in the standpipe 
would drop to the bottom. A body im- 
mersed in fluid is buoyed up by a force 
equal to the weight of the liquid dis- 
placed. 

Assuming that the weight you refer 
to is of metal, iron or lead, then the 
amount of liquid displaced by it will 
weigh less than the weight; hence, the 
buoyant force will be less than the 
weight of the metal, and the metal will 
fall to the bottom of the standpipe. 

As water is practically incompressible, 
its density does not change materially, 
even at great depths. Therefore the 
weight would settle to the bottom even 
if the standpipe were a mile in height. 


Nozzle Reaction 

To the Editor: 

I would appreciate the answers to 
the following questions: 
Question 1: In determining the back 
pressure on a nozzle, the formula 
1.5xd*xp is used. Will you please 
inform me how this formula is de- 
rived ? 
Question 2: Is there any difference 
in the back pressure of a short and 
a long nozzle? If so, what? 
Ouestion 3: Can this formula be 
used on all size nozzles for Fire De- 
partment use? C. 2. 


Answer 1: The formula for determin- 
ing nozzle reaction is classed as an em- 
pirical one. It was developed to fit ex- 
perimental results and has no scientific 
background. 

Answer 2: There should be no ap- 
preciable difference between reaction of 
short and long nozzles, if nozzle diam- 
eters and pressures are the same. 

Answer 3: This formula can be em- 
ployed for all sizes of nozzles. 


Carbon Dioxide and Carbon 
Monoxide 
To the Editor: 

I am under the belief that carbon 
monoxide is composed of one part 
carbon and one part oxygen. Oxy- 
gen is necessary for combustion, yet 
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this gas, which has such a low oxy- 
gen rate, is highly combustible. On 
the other hand, carbon dioxide has 
one part carbon and two parts oxy- 
gen, yet this gas will extinguish fire. 
I should like to know why the car- 
bon monoxide, with its low oxygen 
rate, is more combustible than car- 
bon dioxide, which has a higher rate 
of oxygen. vae 


Answer: When carbon burns, it forms 
a chemical combination with oxygen. 
If complete combustion is accomplished, 
the product of combustion is carbon 
dioxide. In other words, each part of 
carbon takes into chemical combination 
with it two parts of oxygen. 

If incomplete combustion is produced, 
such as where the carbon burns in the 
presence of insufficient air, carbon 
monoxide is formed. Carbon monoxide 
represents a gas in which not all avail- 
able carbon is united with oxygen to 
form a complete, stable, combination, 
carbon dioxide gas. Carbon dioxide is 
similar in make-up as water, which is 
composed of two parts of hydrogen and 
one part of oxygen. Free hydrogen 
will burn in the presence of oxygen 
with explosive violence, but the two 
gases when combined chemically form 
water, which, like carbon dioxide, is a 
fire extinguishing agent. 


Rhode Island Chiefs Meet 


Frank Charlesworth, State Fire Mar- 
shal, was re-elected President of the 
Fire Chief’s Club of Rhode Island for 
the thirteenth term at the annual meet- 
ing held in Warwick, R. L., January 23, 
1939. Other officers elected are: First 
Vice-President, Chief Thomas V. Daley, 
Pascoag; Second Vice-President, Eugene 
Parenteau, West Warwick; Secretary, 
Ex-Chief A. Robert Black, North Provi- 
dence; Treasurer, Ex-Chief Arthur J. 
Billinge, Warwick; Auditing Committee, 
Ex-Chiefs Earl H. Batchelder, John 
J. Reardon, Fred A. Smith; County 
Vice-Presidents, Providence, Ex-Chief 
Thomas Almond, Central Falls; Kent, 
Chief Clarence W. Rogers, Fiskeville; 
Washington, Ex-Chief Robert Bonner, 
Westerly; Bristol, Ex-Chief Wilfred A. 
Monast, Bristol; Newport, Gov. William 
H. Vanderbilt, Portsmouth; Sergeant- 
at-Arms, Ex-Chief Willard L. Taylor, 
Greenwood; Chaplain, Rev. Norris T. 
Morton, Providence; Delegate to R. I. 
State Firemen’s League, Chief Thomas 
H. Cotter, Providence; Alternate Dele- 
gate, Chief Henri E. Fortier, Manville. 

It was voted to endorse legislation 
appropriating $10,000 for firemen’s relief 
for fiscal year 1939-40 and state issuance 
of a special plate for active firemen’s 
automobiles used in going to fires. 

The Secretary’s report showed a total 
membership of 257. 

The committee on a State Firemen’s 
Training School reported that some de- 
tails of financing remain to be settled 
before the school is started. An invita- 
tion to meet in Oaklawn, Cranston, for 
the April session was accepted. 

Miss Afife Sayin, of Turkey, gave a 
talk about her native land. 

The Greenwood Volunteer Fire Com- 
pany, No. 1, served a chow mein supper 
and presented entertainment. 

\. Ropert BLAck. 





¢ 




















=< 
4s 





By William Paul Babcock 


(From The Journal-News, Nyack, N. Y., 
Feb. 2, 1939) 


Obituary 


Thomas C. Shannon 

Thomas C. Shannon, superinten- 
dent of the New York Fire Patrol, 
died yesterday at his former home in 
the Queens at the age of 67 years. 
He was an honorary member of the 
Nyack Fire Patrol in recognition of 
the aid of the New York patrol in 
forming the local salvage company. 


“So live that when thy summons 
comes...” (Bryant) 


"Salvage Work Isn't Fire Fighting!" 


SEZ WHO? 

I’ve heard that so often in the past 
(admittedly not so much lately) that I 
just want to call your attention to a 
couple of news items in the New York 
dailies. 

The first article appeared in the papers 
New Year’s Day, 1939, and related ex- 
periences at a fire-in one of those darned 
“Taxpayer” buildings, the one story, un- 
divided (technically speaking) multiple 
commercial occupancy class, always of 
flimsy construction. It was a three- 
alarm job, and took three hours to sub- 
due it. Twenty-five men were overcome, 
among them my very good friend, Capt. 
William S. Cashman, of Fire Patrol No. 
6. It was said that Capt. Cashman was 
sizing up his conditions in the basement 
and, but for the training of his men, who 
followed him in, he would have been 
trapped and lost there by falling debris, 
smoke and fumes. As a result, he was 
under medical treatment and off duty for 
several days. 

The next article appeared a couple of 
weeks later and reported that at a loft 
building fire in the lower East Side of 
Manhattan, two members of Fire Patrol 
No. 8, of Brooklyn, were knocked out 
and removed to hospitals. (Incidentally, 
the location would, I believe, have been 
stamping ground for old No. 1, recently 
disbanded.) 

I have always maintained that salvage 
men take all the risks endured by or- 
dinary firemen, and so it must be. Often 
they are in worse positions than most 
of the extinguishing forces, because they 
must work mostly at the “under” side 
of the fire, where things are dropping. 
I recall how nearly I had a nice, new 
helmet and a perfectly satisfactory (?) 
skull cut in two by a large piece of plate 
glass falling from the upper floor of a 
fire building, while working in mid-town 
Manhattan with the New York boys. 
It just missed me by the thickness of 
a piece of toilet paper. 

So, don’t let me hear anybody saying 
that salvagemen aren’t firemen. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


Well, well! Congratulations to my 
old friend, Deputy Commissioner Elmer 
Mustard, who raised himself by his own 
boot-straps (literally) to this position 
from high private in the rear ranks of 
the New York Fire Department. Al- 
ways a good fireman, always a strict 
disciplinarian and always courteous to 
visitors, especially dumb insurance in- 
spectors, as witness his kindness to me 
when I covered the Brownsville route, 
and he was a “Battlin” Chief. 


* * * 


Everybody’s friend, Dr. Archer, seems 
to be getting in the wrong side of the 
news lately, and 
here’s hoping his 
recovery is swift 
from his recent 
operation. 


* * * 


All set for next 
lesson in folding 
covers? It’s too 
easy. You just 
give it another 6 6 
flop in the same 
general direction 
and as per Dia- 
gram No. 5 here- 
with, you achieve D + ----------4D 
the effect of the 
solid lines. Don’t 
forget to put footie 
in the middle, 7 7 
where the fold oc- 
curs. 
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a Diagram No. 5 


Speaking of 
“foot,” and while 
it is not strictly salvage work, it seems to 
me kind of fun to tell. 

You'll recall I mentioned a while back 
that these “Squad” companies out my 
way are forming an organization like 
the New Jersey State First Aid Council, 
to co-ordinate rescue calls and opera- 
tions. 

Well, my Buddy, Ray Ackerman 
(Blanket Folder), always has new ideas 
and whereas it is the practice among 
volunteer fire companies, etc., to pass 
the “Red Hat” for refreshment money; 
or what will you have, he felt that first 
aid and rescue men should not be so 
much interested in headgear as in the 
pedal extremities. So as President he 
gets him a nice hollow dummy foot from 
a local merchant and passes this around 
at the Council meetings. Well, last 
meeting he forgot and left it at the town 
where we met. But not being sure he 
left it there, or dropped it enroute home, 
he solicited the aid of the County Police 
Radio and now one of the Directors is 
holding onto his foot until next meet- 
ing. Ray says he always tries to start 
off on the Right Foot, and that’s just 
what the darned thing is. 

By the way, if there are many fire 
companies or other groups maintaining 
rescue squads, ambulance corps, etc., 
out your way, you ought to investigate 
this Council business. It is spreading 
like the proverbial forest fire, and 
promises to be a very big, important and 
powerful national movement right soon. 
Being Scratchetary of the local group, 
I’ll be glad to tell you all about it, if 
you'll write me. 

And next month I want to take apart 
those fellows who say: 


“LET THE INSURANCE COM- 


PANIES DO IT!” 
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AN 
UNBEATABLE 


PAIR 


Sterling OSCILITE is recognized 
everywhere as a necessity on many 
types of fire apparatus. It oscil- 
lates and all operating mechanism ' | No. 30 
is completely enclosed in the body. SIRENLITE 
No exposed wiring. Brackets for 

top or fender mounting. No. 30 SIRENLITE combines powerful siren with flash- 
ing light. Free rolling. 





STERLING 
OSCILITE 


. Specify Sterling Sirens and Oscilite on all New Equipment 
THE STERLING SIREN FIRE ALARM CO., Rochester, N. Y. 











HEWITT-GUTTA PERCHA 


FIRE HOSE 


A complete line, including 
Wax Treated - Solid Multiple Woven 
AND 
Single and Double Jacket Hose 
Manufactured by 


Write for Literature 
HEWITT RUBBER CORPORATION 
E 
BUFFALO, N. Y. & J COMPANY 


“Territories Available” | 8 5 beedieter Glendale - - California 


‘itso apie once started, progresses 


with extreme rapidity—ces- 
sation of respiration, then 
circulation. 


The E & J Resuscitator 
affords efficient aeration of 
the lung. It adjusts itself 
automatically to infant or 
adult lung capacity. 
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Here’s the new DROP-FORGED rocker 
lug coupling (not cast bronze), with the 
swivel-protecting feature. 


| TESTS... howe up to 700 tbs._ pressure 
STS labor This coupon will stand several expan 


automatically. Ne 
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PA EXTRACTS.--0!¢ rings trom coup. per. foot’ on future hove purchases. 
extra tools... "7 e first successful en. in Beg = [= - 
: : : pane _. * eo obtainable . She Ieast money. 
Larger, Roomier H DAYTON FIRE EQUIPMENT CO. BI-LATERAL FIRE HOSE COMPANY 








Work Table i 1242-48 W. 2nd St., DAYTON, O. 20 N. Wacker Drive Chicago, IMinois 


CRACKERJACK 
FIRE HOSE 


The hose with an unsurpassed 
reputation for QUALITY and 
SERVICE that has made it the 
STANDARD OF THE WEST 
for over 25 years. 

















* 
NORTHERN PUMP COMPANY COMPLETE INFORMATION UPON REQUEST 
ESTABLISHED 1907 . 





MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. THE AMERICAN RUBBER MANUFACTURING CO. 
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 
Dealers in All Parts of the Coustry 
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ASSURE COMPLETE PROTECTION * REDUCE WATER DAMAGES 
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as eega salvage 
t DIAMOND BRAND SALVAGE 
On April Ist 
ed about 30 ga 
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SAMPLES AND QUOT ONS ON REQUEST 
STRIBUT AGENTS WANTED. TERRITORIES ¢ 


piamono BRAND CANVAS ; PRODUCTS Nerden Ave. & 21x SI 


Official Canvas Goods Manufacturers for Boys Scouts of America 

















WATEROUS 
_FIRE PUMPS 
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EDDY 


Fire Hydrants 


Are given preference by so many fire 
protection and water works men because 
they know that more than half a century 
of experience goes into their manufac- 
ture and they embody valuable and 
exclusive features. 


Write for the Facts 
EDDY VALVE CO. 


Waterford, N. Y. 
James B. Clow & Sons, Chicago Agents 
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H. O. R. BOOKS 
MECHANICAL SIRENS approved by 





again specified on progressive fire chiefs and 
. ambitious firemen everywhere 
| New York City ’ 
. . « « Fire Chiefs in large, and small cities are in- 
HO Oo. R. F i r e E n 93 in € S creasing the efficiency of their men by placing these 
COMPANY to be delivered in 1939 valuable books in every station. With the help of 
10 Greed St these books fire department officers and men, study- 
Shaplaten i . > P ing for promotion, are easily winning top marks in 
Steten Islend. MODERNIZE gfe Rog examinations. 
a. .%. 





THE FIRE CHIEF'S HANDBOOK 








Price $4.00 Postpaid 


SIMPLIFIED FIRE DEPT. HYDRAULICS 
Price $2.00 Postpaid 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
FOR LIEUTENANT AND CAPTAIN 
Price $2.50 Postpaid 





Motor Apparatus Book Department 
anid Peed & so cay a CASE-SHEPPERD-MANN PUB. CORP. 
The SEALAND CORPORATION 24 West 40th Street New York, N. Y. 











Bridgeport. Connecticut 
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Cana 


Department Investigator: "It's so darned 
easy to see through the whole thing, lady." 


A BAD ONE 

Some of the boys at the house were 
discussing a fire which had all the ear 
marks of being set. From the fire, the 
talk drifted to the man who owned the 
property and who would get the in- 
surance money. 

“Funny, Bill,” one of them said, “no 
one se¢émed to realize what a bad egg 
he was while he was rich.” 

“That's only natural,” replied Bill. “A 
bad egg is only known when it’s broke.” 


The tillerman’s favorite song is, “I’ve 


got a right to fell low-down.” 


SELF-INSPECTION 

The community was getting ready 
for its big Decoration Day turnout. 
There was to be a parade in which most 
of the apparatus would be in the line of 
march, plus every available fireman. 

An Irish drill sergeant had volunteered 
to train the men, so that they would 
make a credible appearance in the pa- 
rade. Try as he would, he could not get 
a group of the boys to make a straight 
line. 

In exasperation he shouted: 

“What's the matter wid yez? Can't ye 
line up? All of yez fall out and take a 
look at the line you’ve made. 


The leaves don’t start to turn in the 
fall, but always the night before an ex- 
amination 





HOMESICK 

In a residential part of the city, the 
department had erected a new fire house, 
complete with all the comforts for the 
men. It had a modern dormitory and a 
complete kitchen. But the men were al- 
ways short of something and the easiest 
way was to go next door and borrow it 


irom the neighbor with whom they were 
on friendly terms. 

After a while, the boys missed seeing 
this man at the station. Formerly, it was 
his custom to call in the evening and 
play cards with the boys. 

One day the Lieutenant saw the neigh- 
bor and said: 

“Hello, Smith. Why is it we don’t 
see you any more at the station?” 

Replied Smith, “You see you fellows 
have borrowed so many things from me 
or the missus, that when I see the in- 
side of your place, it makes me home- 


sick.” 


Tell a man something and it goes in 
one ear and out the other. Tell a woman 
something and it goes in at both ears 
and out of her mouth. 


FIRE FIGHTER 

The old fellow at the general store was 
bemoaning the fact: 

“Twice I went through 
wife.” 

“Really?” 

“Yes, first to win her; and second ever 
since. 


fire for my 


POINT OF VIEW 


Up at the engine house, two of the 
boys had not been getting along very 
well together, and very often nearly 
came to blows. When one of the men 
was.called down to drive for the Captain, 
he left the two in the bunk room, in the 
middle of a very heated argument. 

Upon the chauffeur’s return, he asked 





one, “Well, how did you make out?” 
He replied in a pompuous manner: 
“He came crawling to me on 
knees.” 
“What did he say?” he was asked. 
He said, “Come out from under that 
bed, you coward.” 


his 


DESTINATION UNKNOWN 

Even though he had promised his wife 
that he would keep up to his promises, 
once a month, after the meeting of the 
fire company, he would come home the 
worse for his experiences. 

His wife could stand it no longer. 
The next morning at breakfast, she lec- 
tured him on his wrong doing. 

“You must think of yourself and your 
future. If I were to die, and no one 
were to look after you, where would 
you be?” 

He replied, “I should be here all right, 
but the question is ‘Where would you 
be?’” 


GYMNASTICS 
Gerrity had had an accident. He 
slipped going down an icy ladder. A 


friend who called at the fire house, asked 


about the condition of the fireman’s 
health. ; 
“How is Gerrity?” he asked. 


“The doctor told me that in order to 
prevent his muscles from stiffening, he 
must take exercise.” 

“And is he doing it?” 

“Sure. Just listen to him. 
ways jumping at conclusions.” 


He’s al- 








"This indecision is enough to drive a guy nuts.’ 





84 





CONVENTION DATES | 


Be eee 








*Feb. 13— LITCHFIELD COUNTY FIRE 
CHIEFS’ EMERGENCY PLAN. Next Meet 
ing, Falls Village, Conn. Secretary, Captain 
Wesley Billings, Thomaston, Conn 

*Feb. 15—FIRE CHIEFS’ EMERGENCY PLAN 
OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY. Next Meet 
ing, Fire Headquarters, White Plains, N. Y 
Secretary, Captain Howard Gear, Fire Head 
quarters, Rye, N. Y 

*Feb. 21—NEW HAVEN COUNTY FIRE 
CHIE fs EMERGENCY PLAN. Regular 
Meeting, Ansonia, Conn. Secretary, Chief John 
Pach], New Haven Annex, Conn. 

*Feb. 22—FAIRFIELD COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS’ 
EMERGENCY PLAN. Regular Meeting, West 
port, Conn. Secretary, Captain John Moehring, 
Toms Road, Stamford, Conn. 

"March 13—LITCHFIELD COUNTY FIRE 
CHIEFS’ EMERGENCY PLAN Regular 
Meeting, Washington, Conn. Secretary, Cap 
tain Wesley Billings, Thomaston, Conn 

“March 21—-NEW HAVEN COUNTY FIRE 
CHIEFS’ EMERGENCY PLAN. Regular 
Meeting, Derby, Conn. Secretary, Chief John 
Pachl, New Haven Annex, Conn. 

*March 22 FAIRFIELD COUNTY FIRE 
CHIEFS’ EMERGENCY PLAN Regular 
Meeting, Wilton, Conn. Secretary, Captain 
John Moehring, Toms Road, Stamford, Conn 

May 3-5—GEORGIA STATE FIRE COLLEGE. 
5th Annual Fire College, Atlanta, Ga. Director 
of College, Harry Phillips, 166 Alabama St., 
S. W., Atlanta, Ga. Also four zone schools, 
Athens, Rome, Macon and Albany, Ga. 

*"May 4-5 ASSOCIATION OF CANADIAN 
FIRE MARSHALS. Annual Meeting, Fort 
Garry Hotel, Winnipeg, Man. 

*"May 8 (Week of)—NATIONAL FIRE PRO 
TECTION ASSOCIATION. 43rd Annual Con 
vention, Chicago, III. Managing Director, 
Franklin H. Wentworth, @ Batterymarch 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

May 16—-NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PERMA 
NENT FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION, 2nd An- 
nual Meeting, location to be specified by Presi 
dent. Secretary-Treasurer, Tom L. Kellogg, 
Box 714, Manchester, N. H. 

May 23-26—-IOWA FIRE SCHOO! Sth Annual 
School, lowa State College, Ames Director, 
Prof. Lindon J. Murphy, Engineering Exten 
sion Service, lowa State College, Ames. 

June—IOWA ASSOCIATION OF FIRE FIGHT- 
ERS. 17th Annual Meeting, Hotel Chieftain, 
Council Bluffs, Ia. Secretary-Treasurer, Ray 
Squier, 1601 W. 7th St., Des Moines, Ia. 

*June 5-7—OKIL.AHOMA STATE FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. 45th Annual Convention, Okla 
homa City, Okla. Secretary-Treasurer, Charles 
Slemp, 1701 Northeast 63rd St., Oklahoma City 

June 13-16, 1939—-ILLINOIS FIRE COLLEGE 
15th Annual Fire College, University of Illinois, 
Champaign-Urbana, Ill. Director, L. H. Provine, 
at the University, or Secretary, Illinois Fire 
men’s Association, Asst. Chief R. W. Alsip, 
Champaign, Il. 

June 15-17—-ARIZONA STATE FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. 16th Annual Convention, 
Winslow, Ariz. Secretary-Treasurer, H. W. 
Regin, Box 813, Prescott, Ariz. 

June 20-22--NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION 
OF FIRE CHIEFS. 17th Annual Convention, 
Providence, R. I. Secretary, Chief John W. 
O’Hearn, Watertown, Mass. 

*July MARYLAND STATE FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. 47th Annual Convention, 
Ocean City, Md. (Exact date to be announced 
later.) Secretary, George Lindsay, Hagers 
town, Md. 

July 11-12 MARITIME FIRE CHIEFS’ ASSO- 
CIATION. 25th Annual Convention, Liverpool, 
N. S. Secretary-Treasurer, Charles A. Cun- 
ningham, Saint John, N. B. 

*July 17-20—PROVINCE OF QUEBEC POLICE 
AND FIRE CHIEFS’ ASSOCIATION. 7th 
Annual Convention, Montreal, Que. Hon. 
Secretary-Treasurer, Robert Harrington, Chief 
Fire Department, McColl-Frontenac Oil Co., 
Ltd., Suite 8, Windsor Hotel, Montreal, Que. 

Aug: 15-18--FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 67th Annual 
Convention, Tournament and Parade, at New 
York World’s Fair, New York City. Secretary, 
Fred A. Davis, Fort Edward, N. Y. 

Aug. 18-1%-CONNECTICUT STATE FIRE- 
MEN’S ASSOCIATION. 56th Annual Conven- 
tion, Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport, Conn. Secre- 
tary, D. W. Harford, 10 Chestnut St., South 
Norwalk, Conn 

*Aug. 21-24— DOMINION ASSOCIATION OF 
FIRE CHIEFS. 3ist Anual Convention. St 
Thomas, Ont. Secretary, Chief James Arm- 
strong, Fire Department, Kingston, Ont 


FalkK-SOUTHWESTERN ASSOCIATION OF 


FIRE CHIEFS. 39th Annual Convention, Dal- 
las, Tex. (Exact date to be announced later.) 
Secretary-Treasurer, Chief J. Ray Pence, Still- 
water, Okla. 

Sept. 1--IDAHO STATE FIREMEN’S ASSO- 
CIATION. 25th Annual Convention, Moscow, 
Ida. (Exact date to be decided later.) Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, George Westcott, Kellogg, Ida. 

Sept. 1*-NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PER 
MANENT FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Regu- 
lar Meeting, location to be specified by Presi- 
dent. Secretary-Treasurer, Tom L. Kellogg, 
Box 714, Manchester, N. H. 

*Sept. 20-23-INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF FIRE CHIEFS. 67th Annual Conference. 
Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco, Cal. Exhibits 
and Meetings, Municipal Auditorium. Secre 
tary-Treasurer, Ex-Chief James J. Mulcahey, 
16 Franklin Ave., Yonkers, N. Y. 

Sept. 25-282—-CALIFORNIA STATE FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. 17th Annual Convention, 
Monterey, Cal. Secretary-Treasurer, Harry E. 
Strasser, P. O. Box 513, Beaumont, Cal. 

October, 1939 — ARKANSAS STATE FIRE- 
MEN’S ASSOCIATION, 18th Annual Conven- 
tion, Eureka Springs, Ark. (Exact date to be 
announced later.) 9 Treasurer, H. D 
Compton, Little Rock 

Oct. 2-5—FIREMEN’S ‘ASSOCIATION OF THE 
STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. th Annual 
Convention, Erie, Pa. ay Chief Charles 
E. Clark, Box 217, Way Pa. 

Oct. 17-19—-ILLINOIS FIREMEN’S ASSOCIA- 
TION. 52nd Annual Convention, Kankakee, III. 
Secretary, Asst. Chief Roy W. Alsip, Cham- 
paign, Ill. 

*The notices marked with an asterisk are either 
ippearing for the first time or have been changed 
since the preceding issue. 


Fire House on Cape Cod 
An interesting small town fire station 
of unusual design is that at Cotuit, Mass., 
on historic old Cape Cod. Cotuit is a 
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employed, a small appropriation was 
made and it was voted to demolish an 
abandoned school and make use of this 
material in building a new fire station. 

Plans for the structure were drawn by 
George Ernest Robinson, Boston archi- 
tect, and work was started under direc- 
tion of F. Maynard Gifford, Jr., engi- 
neer. 

In keeping with the traditions of the 
district, it was necessary to have a fire 
station designed in typical Cape Cod 
style. With this in mind, the new house 
was built with a fireproof concrete 
floor and brick walls for the interior, 
with wood being used for the exterior. 

The building is a two-door station and 
will provide room on the apparatus floor 
for a pumper, a ladder truck, and a 
Chief’s car. 

Wide pine boards will be used on the 
ceiling, with rope mouldings. Adequate 
hose racks have been provided, as well 
as toilet facilities and a shower bath. A 
Chief’s office and an alarm room will 
also be on the ground floor. 

The second floor contains a bedroom, 
kitchenette, large common room for 
meeting purposes, storage space, and 
locker room. The common room is 
definitely Cape Cod in detail, contains 
a large skylight with amber glass and is 
equipped with a sliding pole to the lower 
floor. 

There are three large dormer windows 
and book cases are built in along the 
walls. The basement contains space for 
a forest fire kit, a boiler room with brick 
walls, and a machine shop. 

The grounds are attractively land- 


- Architects 
Drawing 
of 
Cotuit 
Fire House 











fire district of the town of Barnstable 
and has a population of approximately 
700 persons in the winter and several 
thousand during the summer _ tourist 
season, 

For the past twelve years, Chief Alex- 
ander S. Childs and his assistant, Or- 
mand Dottridge, have worked hard to 
build up a Fire Department in Cotuit. 
The townspeople became interested and 
set about the task of obtaining real pro- 
tection for the community. 

First under the PWA a water system 
was made a reality; then a Maxim com- 
bination pumper was purchased; but it 
was found that the existing fire station 
would not house the new apparatus. 

As a project was needed for the un- 





scaped, with a stone wall and driveway 
to the rear. 

The wooden exterior over brick walls 
is an unusual innovation; but makes the 
structure harmonize with surrounding 
homes. Harry BELKNapP. 





Gill, Fire Marshal of Ohio 

Gov.-elect John W. Bricker of Ohio 
has named Ray G. Gill, Richwood, as 
State Fire Marshal, succeeding David 
L. Rockwell, Ravena. Mr. Gill was 
State Fire Marshal in 1929 and 1930 
under Governor Cooper. 

William S. Bucklew, head of the Fire 
Department at Upper Arlington, has 
been appointed his assistant. 





ee 











for FEBRUARY, 1939 





ATLAS FIRE EQUIPMENT CO. 


22 WARREN STREET NEW YORK. N Y 
















HENRY J. BP 


Custom 
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Fire serge ine Our uniforms have been worn by the 
New YO ia) New York and other famous fire 
sample of ~~ departments for over 35 years 
: Reaues 
Sent oF 
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Send Orders to 136-140 WEST 2lst ST. NEW YORK 








CAIRNS cistion tine H ELMET 
COMFORTABLE AS 


YOUR OLD FELT HAT; 
WON'T SHAKE OFF 


Never go to a fire with- 
out the protection of a 
good helmet. It may 
save your life. 


DESIGN - - MATERIALS - - CONSTRUCTION 
ALL PROVED RIGHT BY YEARS OF ACTUAL USE 
Ask for Catalog 229 


CAIRNS & BROTHER 


444 LAFAYETTE STREET - Established 1836 - NEW YORK 





Ask for tt... 
Its FREE 


As a reader of Fire Engineering 
you are entitled to our buyers’ 
information service free of cost. 
Here is how it works. 


Whenever you are seeking infor- 
mation about any piece of equip- 
ment or material that you are 
planning to buy, first look 
through the advertisements in 
this issue. They are your best 
guide. 


Then, if you do not find what you 
want, just use the blank below to 
tell us what you need and we will 
see that you get the information 
you want. 


That’s all there is to it. Easy, 
simple, and it costs absolutely 
nothing. 


Use the coupon— 


FIRE ENGINEERING 
Readers’ Service Dept., 
24 W. 40th St., New York. 


Gentlemen: 


Please have sent to me, without obligation, information 
about the following items: 

















COVER’S 
NOD and SHAKE 
SMOKE MASK 


Carry It in Pocket. Slip on 
in a Jiffy. Positive Protection 
to Eyes Against Smoke and 
saves the lungs. 


Why get sick? 


Price $48 per Dozen 


Upon receipt of $4.00 one 
will be forwarded as a sample, 


postpaid. 
H. S. COVER 


Station A, SOUTH BEND, IND. 


























ing the items you are interested in, the more [uum 
specific we can be in having the correct infor- 
mation sent you. 








NOTE: The more specific you can be in detail- 2-39 
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WORKMANSHIP — 


The best designs are made 
better by a high standard of 
workmanship. 

Hale workmanship has kept 
pace with the continual ad- 
vance in production tools and 
standards of accuracy. 

To the Fire Chief this means 
reliability and a high stand- 
ard of performance. 

To the engineer it means 
less time out of service. 

To the city, Hale workman- 
ship means lasting protection 
at minimum expense. 


Write Today for the Catalog 
and Folders on the Com- 
plete Line of Hale Pumps. 


HALE 
FIRE PUMP 
COMPANY 
708-716 Spring Mill Avenue 
CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 














Portable 


ELECTRIC PLANTS 


FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT 
DEPENDABILITY 


We are builders of 
the world’s most com- 
plete line of Electric 
Plants. In all parts 
of the world — arctic 
expeditions or tropical 
plantations — U. , 
plants have proved 
their steadfast de- 
pendability. And the 
reason: “U. S.” gen- 
erating sets are de- 
signed to meet the 
conditions under which 
they will operate. 





1250 WATTS—4 CYCLE—QUICK STARTING 


This 1250 watt, portable unit has been designed ex- 
pressly for fire department use. It is small, light, com- 
pact and equipped with carriers for easy portability 
out on the job. Air-cooled 4-cycle engine 2%” bore x 
2%" stroke. 2.4 H.P. 2 gallon fuel tank. 


LARGER SIZES 


Larger sizes are avail- 
able. Illustration to the 
right is 5 KW 4-cylinder 
Portable Unit. Auto- 
matic remote control. 
Write for complete in- 
formation. 















Also automatic emer 
gency units for alarm 
systems. 


UNITED STATES 
MOTORS CORP. 

430 Nebraska St. 
Oshkosh, Wis. 
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FIGHT FIRES MORE EFFICIENTLY. . 
with ALUMINUM LADDERS 


Because they weigh less, aluminum “ 
ladders permit men to get into 
action faster—because they are 
stronger, your men are safer. An 
additional safety factor is the fact 
that aluminum ladders bend rather 
than break suddenly, and so warn 
of overloads. 







With aluminum ladders, the first 
cost is the last cost. They never re- 
quire painting or other finishing 
... they can’t rust, splinter or burn. 
And they greatly improve the 


Illustration courtesy Ahrens-Fox Fire Engine Co. 


New fire truck owned by the Parma, Ohio, 


, . Fire Department, equipped with aluminum 

appearance of your apparatus. ladders carried overhead, or above, making 

. . more space for men and additional equip- 

So remember, when ordering new —— Because of their light weigh, only 
. aluminum ladders permit this efficient 

trucks or replacement ladders, comiemiinn, 

specify ALUMINUM ladders. 


WRITE for COMPLETE INFORMATION 


ALUMINUM LADDER COMPANY 


200 FIFTH AVENUE TARENTUM, PA. 
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